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4th Sunday in Ordinary Time C – 30th January 2022 
 

Blessed Marie Eugene Grialou, OCD 
February 4th is the Feast of Blessed Marie Eugene – it is the 100th anniversary of his ordination to 
the priesthood.  We will be celebrating the anniversary in this Church with a special mass Friday 
4th, 6.00pm followed by veneration of a relic of the saint. Then Saturday afternoon 2.00 – 5.00pm 
we have three talks about the saint {you are welcome to attend in person or follow on-line or on 
YouTube}. 
Henri Grialou was born 2nd December 1894 in Gua, Northern France. He was the third of five 
children. His father died when he was ten and his mother faced many struggles to bring up the 
family. From an early age Henri wanted to be a priest. His studies for the priesthood are interrupted 
by the first World War, when he is called up to be a soldier. 
He is very successful in the military and was promoted quickly. After the war he could have had 
a distinguished military career. However, in 1919 he decides to return to the seminary and resume 
his studies for the priesthood. His time in the army had a huge influence on his life, years later he 
will say that it was in the military that he learned about human nature. During the war he will get 
to know better the saint who will have a decisive influence on his life – St. Therese of Lisieux [her 
autobiography was widely read by the soldiers, she became known as the “saint of the trenches”]. 
His decision to become a Carmelite immediately after his Ordination was a surprise, indeed a 
shock, to many and he faced much opposition. However, he believed it was God’s choice and what 
he had to do. His name changed to Marie Eugene when he entered Carmelite Order, February 24th 
1922. For the rest of his life, he will give himself wholeheartedly to living his Carmelite vocation 
and to making the spiritual treasures of Carmel better known. Through his teaching and writings, 
he will become one of the most influential Carmelites of the 20th century.  
From 1937 to 1955 he is based in Rome and holds important leadership positions in the Carmelite 
Order worldwide. This time is interrupted by the 2nd world war when he is once more called up to 
the military. This was short lived due to the defeat of France and occupation by Germany. Instead, 
he uses the war years to minister to people in various parts of France. 
Blessed Marie Eugene is best known world-wide as the founder of the Secular Institute “Notre 
Dame de Vie” .  The institute comprises of three groups: lay women, lay men and secular 
(Diocesian) priests. The members receive a very thorough formation in prayer and Carmelite 
spiritually and commit their lives to the mission of the Church in various contexts. In addition, 
families and many others are linked to Notre Dame de Vie and receive its formation and spiritual 
support. In the early to mid 20th century this was a new way of living and taking forward the 
Church’s mission, a new work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. 
Marie Eugene died March 27th 1967 {Easter Monday}. He was beatified 19th November 2016 at 
Avignon, France. We will finish with a few quotations from his writings: 

• Once we are aware of our baptismal grace, the seal it confers, the light it gives, the 
orientation it ensures, and the hope it bestows, we have an anchor in life for our soul.  



• God has created us as human persons and given us freedom, and intellects, and He wills 
that in His service, in the most delicate and lofty works which He may require of us, we 
should use our minds, wills and freedom to act freely and intelligently with Him; He want 
free and intelligent collaboration. 

• The Teresian Carmel lives by prayer, upholds the spirit of prayer, and this beyond doubt is 
its speciality, its essential function. 

• I look at death not as a deliverance but as a passage into reality. 
• Sanctity is not in human strength; it is in weakness. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOTICES 
Blessed Marie Eugene Group 
Saturday February 5th – Talks 
2.00pm  Blessed Marie Eugene: “Priest and Carmelite” Fr. Matt Blake OCD 
3.00pm Blessed Marie Eugene and Pere Jacques OCD – “The mystery of strength in weakness”

      Joanne Mosley 
4.00pm Blessed Marie Eugene and Virgin Mary: “Founder of Notre Dame de Vie” 
        Fr. Tom Dubois 
Between the talks there will be a musical recital by Guitarist Robert Gutierrez 
   
Feast of St. Blaise, Thursday February 3rd 
The blessing of throats will take place after each mass.  
 
COVID – Remaining Cautious 
Although government restrictions have be eased further, we must continue to be cautious and continue to 
follow the guidance set out to ensure our safety in the church:  

• If you have any symptoms of cold or covid-19 you are advised to stay at home and not travel to the 
church 

• Please continue to wear a face covering while in the Church 
• Use the hand sanitizers at the entrance to the church and please continue to keep a safe distance at 

all times.  
 
The God Who Speaks Scripture Festival  - St Albans Cathedral – 3rd – 5th February 
You are invited to join pilgrims of all ages for a one time only Scripture Festival, organised by the 
Agency for Evangelization in the beautiful setting of St Albans Cathedral. There will be a wide variety of 
activities, events and different ways to explore and experience the God who speaks. The Scripture 
Festival will be open from 10am – 4pm on Thursday and Friday and from 10am – 3.30pm on Saturday. 
To find out more and book on the events please visit https://rcdow.org.uk/scripturefestival/ or find us on 
Facebook @TheGodWhoSpeaksScriptureFestival and Instagram: @ScriptureFestival. Note that Steve 
Murray-Hanson from Behold Ministry will perform the familiar parables and scripture narratives to 
bring them to live through mime. 
 
Recruitment of Altar servers 
Anyone between the age of 8-22 who would like to serve during Sunday Masses may contact parish 
reception to declare their interest. Training will be organised from 1st February. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £860 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £105 
    Mass of Santo Niño  £1478 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Matt Blake, OCD 


