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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – 16th January 2022 

 
The Path of Peace 

Today we celebrate Peace Sunday – a day dedicated to praying for peace in the world. Many times 
in the Gospels Jesus prayed for peace among his followers and also among all the peoples of the 
earth. The manner in which Jesus worked for peace during his ministry on earth shows that peace 
is inseparable from justice, for without justice there can be no lasting peace. This is why the Holy 
Father’s message for this day of peace centres on how to achieve peace through justice in our 
world. The following text is an extract from the Holy Father’s message and I encourage you to 
read the full text which has been published on our website. 
 
Today the path of peace, which Saint Paul VI called by the new name of integral development, 
remains sadly distant from the real lives of many men and women and thus from our human family, 
which is now entirely interconnected. Despite numerous efforts aimed at constructive dialogue 
between nations, the deafening noise of war and conflict is intensifying. While diseases of 
pandemic proportions are spreading, the effects of climate change and environmental degradation 
are worsening, the tragedy of hunger and thirst is increasing, and an economic model based on 
individualism rather than on solidary sharing continues to prevail. As in the days of the prophets 
of old, so in our own day the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth constantly make themselves 
heard, pleading for justice and peace.  
 
In every age, peace is both a gift from on high and the fruit of a shared commitment. Indeed, we 
can speak of an “architecture” of peace, to which different institutions of society contribute, and 
an “art” of peace that directly involves each one of us. All can work together to build a more 
peaceful world, starting from the hearts of individuals and relationships in the family, then within 
society and with the environment, and all the way up to relationships between peoples and nations.  
 
Here I wish to propose three paths for building a lasting peace. First, dialogue between 
generations as the basis for the realization of shared projects. Second, education as a factor of 
freedom, responsibility and development. Finally, labour as a means for the full realization of 
human dignity. These are three indispensable elements for “making possible the creation of a 
social covenant”, without which every project of peace turns out to be insubstantial. 
 
Perhaps this ancient prayer attributed to St Francis is worth repeating silently to ourselves today:  
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 
Where there is hatred, 
Let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 



Where there is sadness, joy; 
And all for thy mercy's sake. 
O divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as o console; 
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
RCIA 
Candidates wishing to become Catholics either from other Christian denominations or by being baptised 
first time can contact the parish through our email address or speak to one of the priests. 
 
 
Celebration of Santo Niño January 23rd 
The annual celebration of the Feast of Santo Niño (The Infant Jesus) will hold our church next Sunday, 
23rd January. This is usually a special feast for the Filipino community who have a special devotion to 
Sto. Niño. You are all invited to come to this special Mass to celebrate the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
 
Recruitment for Altar servers 
Anyone between the age of 8-22 who would like to serve during Sunday Masses may contact parish 
reception to declare their interest. Training will be organised from 1st February. 
 
Sixth Form at St Richard Reynolds Catholic College (SRRCC) 
The deadline for SRRCC Sixth Form applications is Friday 14th January.  Apply by visiting our 
website: https://www.strichardreynolds.org.uk/sixth-form/sixth-form-admissions.  We welcome 
applications from all faiths and none.  If you have any questions, we would be really pleased to 
help.  Feel free to email sixthformadmissions@srrcc.org.uk. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £778 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £154 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


