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Third Sunday of Advent – 12th December 2021 

 
Gaudete! 

 
Gaudete! Gaudete! As we come halfway into our advent journey, the theme of ‘Rejoicing’ is 
introduced in an emphatic way into our liturgy.  Today’s liturgical colour – rose – attests to this 
joy, hope and feeling of expectancy which we celebrate. Why are we told to rejoice? On the one 
hand, it is to encourage us in case we have already grown tired in our journey. And on the other 
hand, it is to highlight the imminency of the fulfilment of our hope for the coming of our Lord.  
Joy is the ultimate arrival point of all our life’s striving. It is our ultimate goal, in the sense that it 
will be our permanent disposition when we finally arrive at that final goal of our life – our union 
with God. We are told to rejoice because the coming of our Lord is near. Here in this life, every 
year we are given the opportunity to be united with God in a real way through the Christmas 
liturgy. Our God comes, and uniting with Him is the ultimate joy of our life.  
 
Advent is a celebration of the virtue of hope. Hope is a marvellous thing. It is one of the three 
theological virtues (with faith and love). It is the anticipation of something yet unrealized. As we 
await Christ who comes into our world and into our hearts, this anticipation naturally brings joy 
because our hope is that Christ is going to transform everything in our lives, that is if we ‘prepare 
the way’ for Him.  
 
But although hope is an internal disposition, it is also practical. It can be seen in action. Hope is 
borne out of faith in the Word of God. We hear the words from the prophet Zephaniah: “The Lord 
has repealed your sentence; he has driven away your enemies. The Lord is in your midst; you have 
no more evil to fear.” Believing in such consoling words brings comfort and joy in our moments 
of difficulties. “There is no need to worry,” St Paul tells us, “ but if there is anything you need, 
pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and the peace of God will guard your 
heart and your thoughts.” 
 
We hear another aspect of hope-made-alive in John the Baptist’s response to the people on what 
they must do to prepare the way of the Lord. He gives very practical tips which can simply be 
summarised as showing charity to others in our daily living: share your clothes with those who 
have none, be honest in your dealings with others and be kind and content with what you have. 
There is probably no better way of showing the interconnectedness of the three theological virtues, 
faith, hope and charity. 
 
Our everyday life presents us with the opportunity to live out the virtue of hope. We are once again 
being threatened by another variant of COVID-19. We have been in this pandemic now for nearly 
2 years. It may be a challenge to some people’s faith, but God has certainly not abandoned us. We 
have to individually and collectively discover the meaning of this event in our lives and what it is 
calling us to do. The Government has once again set out guidelines to help contain the spread of 



this virus. What we have been asked to do – like wearing face masks, keeping a social distance 
and overall cautiousness – is really a demand of charity. The main aim is to protect ourselves and 
others around us who may be vulnerable to the disease. As today our liturgy invites us to rejoice 
in the hope of the imminent arrival of our Saviour, let us live out this joy by doing everything we 
can to promote the well-being of everyone around us. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
New COVID Guidance for Churches 
We are all aware of the new COVID situation which now requires our individual and collective 
action. Please take note of the following guidance:  

• If you have any symptoms of cold or covid-19 you are advised to stay at home and not 
travel to the church, 

• Wearing of face covering is now mandatory in Places of Worship from Friday 10th 
December 2021. So, please do wear a face covering while in the Church to help protect 
one another.  
 

Parish Advent Retreat - Preparing for Christmas will Carmelite Saints 
From Monday, December 13th to Friday, December 17th at 5.00pm we will have our parish 
advent retreat. The retreat will consist of a short talk at  5.00pm followed by exposition of Blessed 
Sacrament and confessions, and end with mass at 6.00pm. Everyone is welcome to join either in 
person or on live-stream or YouTube. The retreat will be led by Fr. Matt Blake OCD 
 
Christmas Mass Times 
Friday 24th December (Christmas Vigil): 4.30pm, 6.00pm & 9.30pm 
Saturday 25th December (Christmas Day): 8.30am , 10.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm Mass will be 

the vigil Mass for Sunday (Feast of the Holy 
Family) 

 
Christmas Confessions: 22nd December:  11.00am – 12.00noon & 5.00pm – 6.00pm 

23rd December:  11.00am – 12.00 noon & 5.00pm – 6.00pm 
   24th December: 11.00am – 12.00 noon & 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
Christmas Carol on 18th December 
At 7.00pm on 18th December, there will be Christmas carol here in our Church. A small group of 
musicians will lead us in the carol as we express in anticipation our Christmas joys. Everyone is 
invited.  
 
Parish Christmas Giving 
We have set up a Christmas tree at the back of the church which has papers displaying items 
required for our Christmas giving. Anyone who is moved can provide one or more of the items as 
a Christmas gift for the less-privileged. On 21st December, the donated gifts will be offered to the 
less-privileged. Due to the COVID situation, our planned get-get together for this day will no 
longer hold. 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1370 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £78 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


