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Fourth Sunday of Advent – 19th December 2021 
 

The Lord is Near! 
 
We have switched, as it were, to the landing gear in our advent preparations. From 17th December, 
the tone of our liturgy accelerated to a high pitch of imminency: ‘The Lord is near.’ It is as if we’re 
being told to buckle our seat belts, open the window blinds, fold up the tray tables and switch off 
all devices capable of interrupting communications; it is time to brace up for the possibility of the 
unusual. What is going to happen at Christmas is in every sense unusual. And today the Prophet 
Micah in our first readings hints at that unusualness by declaring that out of Bethlehem, the least 
of the clans of Judah, will be born the one who is to rule Israel. God’s ways have always been 
somewhat unusual. His choices are difficult for us to understand. Yet we cannot ask why, because 
there are no ‘whys’ to God’s choices and actions, as Isaiah tells us: can a vessel question its 
fashioner as to what he has created? That is why we’re told that Mary’s question at the 
annunciation was ‘how?’ not ‘why?’ How can this come about, she said? 
 
In the evangelist Matthew’s account of the genealogy of Jesus we encounter some strange names. 
We find something that we would have liked to expunge from Jesus’ genealogy. Jesus whom 
Matthew will eventually demonstrate through several stories that he is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, he also wants to show that he is nevertheless the son of David, son of Abraham and son of 
Joseph. But according to the Jews, when the Messiah appears no one will know where he comes 
from. Among those mentioned in this account are 4 women, which is very unusual because women 
are never mentioned in typical Israelite genealogies. And, not only that. These women are also all 
gentiles (and for the Christian Jews, for whom Matthew is writing, gentiles are not included in the 
economy of salvation). To make matters worse, one of these women, Bat-Sheva (the mother of 
Solomon), was forcefully snatched from her husband, Uriah, whom David had set up to be killed 
in a battle. Yet, by this inclusion of Uriah’s wife in the account, the evangelist is introducing us to 
the very thing that Jesus is going to be dealing with, and that is human weakness and sin, for in a 
later verse, he translates the name ‘Jesus’ as ‘one who will save his people from their sins.’ And 
by including these gentile women, he also brings to our attention the universality of the salvation 
that Jesus will bring.  
 
When we listen to the events of Christmas we learn more about God’s strange ways, including the 
poor circumstances of Jesus’ birth and the simplicity of the people (the shepherds) who first 
greeted his birth. But God has purposes in his choices. Pope St Leo the Great notes that ‘the Son 
of God in his omnipotence could have taught and sanctified us by appearing to us in a semblance 
of human form without actually becoming human. But his victory over sin would have profited us 
nothing if the battle had been fought outside of our human condition.   
 
In our lives, there are occasions when we want to ask God why? Those situations that don’t seem 
to fit into the plan of our life, things that are not as we expect them, we see the chaos of history, 
the tensions and anxieties of our world. But in all of these, we know that questioning  God is futile 



because no matter how we try, we cannot entirely comprehend God’s ways. But we are assured 
that in whatever happens, God is with us, for that is what His name will be called (Immanuel). So, 
even as we cannot comprehend God’s ways, we must trust in his purposes which he has well-
crafted from the beginning of time. ‘Happy the ones who do not lose faith in him,’ we were told 
last Wednesday. So as we prepare for the mystery of the birth of God, let us once again experience 
the table of the Eucharist which we share as the greatest sacrament of God’s presence with us, an 
assurance of peace and salvation which he brings for us and the whole world. For, ‘in his days 
justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails.’ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
New COVID Guidance for Churches 
We are all aware of the new COVID situation which now requires our individual and collective action. 
Please take note of the following guidance:  

• If you have any symptoms of cold or covid-19 you are advised to stay at home and not travel to the 
church, 

• Wearing of face covering is now mandatory in Places of Worship from Friday 10th December 
2021. So, please do wear a face covering while in the Church to help protect one another. 

• Use the hand sanitizers at the entrance to the church and please keep a safe distance at all times.  
 

Christmas Mass Times 
Friday 24th December (Christmas Vigil):  4.30pm, 6.00pm & 9.30pm 
Saturday 25th December (Christmas Day): 8.30am , 10.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm Mass will be the 

vigil Mass for Sunday (Feast of the Holy Family) 
 
Christmas Confessions: 22nd December:  11.00am – 12.00noon & 5.00pm – 6.00pm 

23rd December:   11.00am – 12.00 noon & 5.00pm – 6.00pm 
   24th December:  11.00am – 12.00 noon & 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
Parish Christmas Giving 
We have set up a Christmas tree at the back of the church which has papers displaying items required for 
our Christmas giving. Anyone who is moved can provide one or more of the items as a Christmas gift for 
the less-privileged. On 21st December, the donated gifts will be offered to the less-privileged. Due to the 
COVID situation, our planned get-get together for this day will no longer hold. 
 
Confirmation Classes beginning January 2022 
 Dear Parents, Confirmation classes for the academic year 2022 will start on Saturday the 15th of January 
2022 from 4.30 pm to 5.30. pm. Children between the age of 13 to 17 are eligible to apply. Please note 
that all applications must reach the parish reception on or before the 15th of January 2022. Paper 
application forms are available at the back of the church. You may also complete the form on our 
website www.carmelitechurch.org 
  
Recruitment for Altar servers 
Anyone between the age of 8- 22 who would like to serve during Sunday Masses may contact parish 
reception to declare their interest. Training will be organised from 1st February 2022. 
  
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1206 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £84 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


