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Solemnity of Christ the King – 21st November 2021 
 

Welcome Christ our King 
It couldn’t be more fitting to have the feast of Christ the King conclude our liturgical year. It 
summarises for us the essence of our Christian life and summarizes all the teachings of Jesus in 
the gospels. Jesus is our King, he wants to be our King, and he wants us to allow him to be our 
King. 
 
Worldly kingship is something very familiar to us in this country and indeed in many parts of the 
world. But, as in the biblical times,  it is fraught with difficulties. We find an example in the Old 
Testament – that moment when Israel wanted a king (I Sam 8). Prior to that time, the Lord God 
was their king. But the people wanted a worldly king, one who would sort out their battles just like 
the other nations. And the Lord warned them through the prophet that the king who would reign 
over them would take everything they had from them: their sons, their daughters, their fields and 
vineyards, and the produce of their crops. Contrary to the kings of this world who take from their 
subjects, God’s kingship is one that bestows gifts on his subjects. As Jesus said, “My Kingdom is 
not of this world.”  
 
So, what is Jesus’ Kingdom like? To better reflect on this question, let us consider what his 
kingship obtains for us. As Jesus walked into Jerusalem to be welcomed as king, he knew what 
the implications would be. The prevailing powers and authorities would not take it kindly, he knew 
he would pose a threat to the sitting kings and rulers. But he accepted his kingship because of us 
his brothers and sisters. As our second reading indicates, it was so that he could ‘wash away our 
sins and make us a line of kings and priests to serve God.’ By accepting his controversial kingship, 
he made us heirs to royalty with all the benefits that come with it. Because of Jesus’ kingship, we 
are looked upon as God’s royal children. But that is not all. Jesus is a king who gives up himself 
in death for his subjects, knowing that only by this way would he change the prevailing human 
way of thinking which places kings as leaders to be served. Jesus reversed this way of thinking by 
his kingship. He is a king who serves his subjects and died that they might have life. By doing this, 
Jesus has left an example of love and service that has formed the basis of unity for all humanity. 
 
Many people in Jerusalem did not accept Jesus’ as king. Like them, we too are faced with a choice. 
The question is, who (or what) do you want to reign in your life? And there are endless options: 
money, career, family, friends, or a combination of some or all of these. But experience shows that 
each of these will ultimately let us down. Jesus is offering us the gift of his kingship. He wants to 
reign in our lives. To allow his reign is to allow ourselves to be moulded and used as his 
instruments of love and service in the world. 
 
There is great joy in allowing Jesus to be our king, in other words, to reign in us. We may not be 
conscious of this or feel it, but the truth that Jesus came to bear witness to is that we are kings 
(perhaps better to say princes and princesses). That is the meaning of Jesus’ response to Pilate in 
our Gospel: “Yes, I am king, it is for this reason that I was born. To bear witness to the truth.” 



That ‘truth’ is that God is King and has thus made all His children, through Jesus, princes and 
princesses. That we are not conscious of this gift does not make it less true. But, of course, like 
Jesus our kingship is not of this world. This is why we need not be wealthy or live in palaces to be 
what we are. We are kings in the likeness of Jesus. True kings give themselves to love and service, 
and regard everyone in their domain as brothers and sisters.  
 
Let us allow Jesus to reign in us, and so truly live as kings that we are, honouring, loving and 
serving one another. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Second Session of our Parish Synodal Pathway 
This week’s Wednesday, the 24th we will hold the second session of listening to each other’s 
experience in our synodal pathway. The session will begin at 6.30pm (just after evening mass). 
The first session last week was a huge success with the sharing of rich experiences from the 
participants. Once again, everyone is invited to this discussion as each person’s experience counts. 
Please do come along and let us together forge a way into the future of our Christian community. 
 
Advent Series: The Invisible made Visible 
During a series of three, weekly (one-hour) online workshops, British artist Alex Roberts will join 
Fr Tony Parsons o.c.d. to share how making, viewing and experiencing works of art can offer 
pause for personal reflection. Using specific works that Alex previously made for an exhibition at 
St Paul’s Cathedral, London, (Hope, Cleanse, Reveal 2017) join this online Advent series as a 
different way to prepare for Christmas. Mark up your diaries for these Saturdays during Advent: 
4th 11th 18th December from 5pm-6pm. Online registration needed: 
https://www.carmelite.uk.net/courses/the-invisible-made-visible/  
 
End of life Companionship Project - Volunteers needed! 
Around 60 people a week die alone in their homes, often uncared for and in poverty, but it doesn’t 
have to be this way. You can make a real difference to someone being with them at the end of their 
life. Join the SVP End of Life Companionship course and learn how you could start turning 
concern into action. Book your spot or request more information by emailing Alejandra 
at aodw@svp.org.uk 
 
Pauline Bookshop at Our Lady of Victories 
The Pauline Bookshop is now open at Our Lady of Victories Parish. Opening times are on 
Sundays 9.45am – 1.00pm and Wednesdays 9.45am – 12.30pm. To place an order or request 
more information, please call 01517091328. 
 
Registration of Interest to join the Teresian Choir for 10am Mass 
We are the process of reorganising the 10am Mass choir which will be known as The Teresian 
Choir. Anyone interested in singing at this choir or playing an instrument should please email 
enquiries@carmelitechurch.org or fill an enrolment form at the back of the church. 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1237 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £75 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


