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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 14th November 2021 
 

What is the End of Time? 
These days we have been reading about the end of time. As we listen to our readings today, I 
believe some of us will remember the apocalyptic movies they have watched. The movies often 
present a frightening and catastrophic end of the world. Similar to these movies, our readings paint 
an image of the end of time that is quite frightening. However, our readings are not given in order 
to frighten us. Certainly not! Jesus repeatedly tells us not to be afraid. 
 
What is the function of ‘apocalyptic language’ then? Apocalypse refers to the revelation of 
something previously unknown; something new and perhaps unexpected. But it also carries the 
idea of destruction of an old in order that a new one be revealed. In early Christianity this way of 
speaking was intended to bring hope to Christian communities undergoing intense persecution and 
suffering by providing imageries of imminent divine intervention that would see the judgment and 
destruction of evil and wickedness, and the liberation of the righteous. This is why apocalypse 
speaks of terrifying and destructive events. Apocalyptic imageries awaken the reader or listener to 
the importance of what is to be revealed. It also serves to warn everyone about the need to be 
watchful and ready for what is to come, namely the destruction of oppressive structures and the 
revelation of a new life of freedom. The need to be ready is emphasized by the uncertainty of the 
end time in the apocalypse. Since we do not know the time when this revelation is to happen, we 
all need to be ready. But there is nothing to be frightened about. Jesus reassures us not to be afraid 
because he is with us always. 
 
What about ‘the end of time,’ what does it refer to? It refers to the end of the old dispensation, 
when everything that is evil and sin will give way to goodness and love which the new revelation 
brings. It has nothing to do with the end of the world as we know it now, although historically it 
referred to the end of Roman occupation of 1st Century Palestine and also the end of the Jewish 
religious era that revolved around the Temple in Jerusalem. Most of the early visions of the 
apocalypse probably had in mind the judgment and annihilation of oppressive Ancient Middle East 
rulers who enslaved Israel. It might have also later referred to the end of Roman oppression of 
Israel which would ultimately usher in a period of freedom, justice and peace.  
 
Jesus quotes the apocalyptic passages of old in today’s Gospel to remind his disciples about what 
is to come, namely the end of the Temple period and the revelation of new life in Him. Israel’s 
political and religious structures at the time of Jesus was grossly corrupt and Jesus challenged 
those structures – the challenge which ultimately led to his being crucified. But in the crucifixion 
of Jesus came the revelation of a new religious structure that was based on faith and not on Temple 
worship. The Jerusalem Temple was later destroyed in c.70AD and new Christian communities 
dispersed all over the world. 
 
As we come to the end of the liturgical year and listen to these apocalyptic imageries, Jesus wants 
to reassure us that when that end comes, he is with us; we do not need to be afraid. At the same 



time, he wants us to allow him to destroy the oppressive structures within us that prevent him from 
being revealed to the world through us. 
 
As today we remember those who offered their life to defend the peace of our world, we give 
thanks to God for their life. This day also serves to remind us of the need to constantly and actively 
work for peace in our world. By working for peace and justice, we ensure that the life of those 
who died in our wars have not been spent in vain. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
First Session of our Parish Synodal Pathway 
This week’s Wednesday, the 17th we will hold the first session of listening to each other’s 
experience in our synodal pathway. The session will begin at 6.30pm (just after evening mass). 
Everyone is invited to this discussion as each person’s experience counts. Please do come along 
and let us together forge a way into the future of our Christian community. 
 
Increase in COVID Infections – PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
As COVID infections continue to rise, in order to maintain confidence in our safety in the church, 
we urge everyone not medically exempted to wear a mask while in the church and to continue to 
sanitize hands and keep a safe distance. By this charity to one another, we shall all get through 
these trying times. 
 
World Youth Sunday, 21 November 2021 (the Feast of Christ the King) 
National Youth Sunday is now World Youth Sunday and it is a unique opportunity to celebrate 
the role and significance of young people in the Catholic Church in England and Wales along 
with the global Church. The theme this year is  “Stand Up! I appoint you as a witness of what 
you have seen!" (Acts 26:16). CYMFed has produced resources for schools, parishes, families 
and individuals available at https://worldyouthsunday.com  Please join us in prayers on that day. 
 
National Youth FUNday, 19 November 2021 
In preparation to World Youth Sunday, everyone is invited to join in with National Youth 
FUNday, a live interactive day of quizzes, prayer, input and activities for schools and families, 
all live streamed on the CYMFed YouTube channel. Last year over 33,000 young people joined 
in nationwide. To participate please sign up at  https://worldyouthsunday.com/funday 
 
Registration of Interest to join the Teresian Choir for 10am Mass 
We are the process of reorganising the 10am Mass choir which will be known as The Teresian 
Choir. Anyone interested in singing at this choir or playing an instrument should please email 
enquiries@carmelitechurch.org or fill an enrolment form at the back of the church. 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1335 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £112 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


