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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 17th October 2021 
 

Submitting to the Mission of Christ 
We remember things that are repeated to us several times. That is how we were taught as children. 
In teaching values, parents or guardians repeat to their wards things they consider extremely 
important for their development or for success in life. My mother used to say to me: “You must 
always do your best in everything you do. That’s the only way to not have regrets in life.” I heard 
this so many times that it still rings in my head. 
 
In the past few weeks, we have heard the same thing repeated to us in the gospel. And it underlines 
how important this thing is. On the one hand is the seeking of greatness, honour, glory or praise 
by Jesus’ disciples. On the other hand is Jesus’ emphasis on his suffering, death and resurrection 
which are sure to pass. Somehow, the aversion of the disciples to pain and suffering has always 
deafened them to hearing what Jesus is saying to them. And this is why Jesus had to tell them 
about his impending suffering three times. Yet all this time they have not listened and have 
continued to have their own inordinate political ambitions – a clear misunderstanding of Jesus’ 
mission and theirs. 
 
The reluctance of the disciples is remarkable. They have resisted the journey to Jerusalem and 
rebuffed it every time it was mentioned by Jesus. Although they believed that Jesus’ glory would 
be realized in Jerusalem, they did not want the attendant suffering that was predicted to precede it. 
This is not strange. Who wouldn’t be reluctant to make a journey in which they are sure to 
encounter suffering? Yet we know that nothing good and liberating comes without a cost. But this 
knowledge does not make us any less afraid of undertaking the journey of suffering with Jesus. 
 
Not surprising then that we hear the request two of the disciples make of Jesus as well as the 
reaction of the other disciples. Their request: “Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right 
and the other at your left.” What a request! Nothing wrong with it in itself. However, it does betray 
that their concerns are way removed from Jesus’. They failed to realize that what is important is 
obeying the will of God, whatever that entails. That is what Jesus was about: doing the will of His 
Father which entailed going to Jerusalem and undergoing suffering. The two disciples together 
with the other ones, who were indignant about their request, failed to resonate with Jesus’ purpose 
– to serve and not to be served and to give up their life for others. 
 
We too stand where the disciples are. Aren’t we always afraid of what inconveniences us or of 
experiences that demand our vulnerability? But on this day dedicated to the missions, we can 
reflect on what it means to give ourselves for others. In many parts of the world, missionaries 
continue to expose themselves to dangers in other to bring the good news of Christ to people. 
Today we remember them and we pray for them. 
 
This Sunday is also the day we are launching the Synodal Pathway in this archdiocese. As the 
Cardinal wrote in his Pastoral Letter two weeks ago, “The Holy Father is offering us the 



opportunity to participate in a time of listening and reflecting. He hopes this will help us to discern 
how God’s presence comes into our lives and what the Spirit of God is prompting us to do anew, 
so that we might be more alive and creative in our response to the call of Jesus, our Way, Truth 
and Life.” Let us all prepare to participate in this listening process, share our views and experiences 
to help guide our leaders, and hear the stories and experiences of other people who are undertaking 
the same Christian journey with us. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Our Parish Synodal Pathway 
We are launching our Synodal Pathway today. This means that we are starting this period of reflection 
from today. After a time of preparation, including information and training events offered to our 
facilitators, we will move into the ‘listening phase’ which will involve our participation. During the 
period between Sunday 31st October – Sunday 5th December, there will be a series of events and activities 
in our parish, and I encourage all of us to get involved and share our views and experiences. 
 
Blessed Marie Eugene Group 
The group, "Reading and praying with "I want to see God" met for the first time since the lockdown  on 
Saturday 9 October. It launched the theme for the coming year : "Blessed Mary Eugene of the Child Jesus 
(OCD), spiritual master for our time". The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 3rd November 
from 7pm to 8.30 pm here in our Priory. Fr Matt will be speaking on the theme: Blessed Mary Eugene 
and the Mystery of the Incarnation. The talk will begin at 7pm, followed by questions and a time of silent 
prayer. Everyone is invited. If you would like to join, please contact Monique Varenne: 
monivarenne@yahoo.fr  
 
10.00am Mass Designated as Family Mass 
In order to cater for the needs of families with children, we are designating our 10.00am Mass as Family 
Mass. Children are the future of our church and we must give them with their parents a chance to 
participate in our liturgy. Parents will usually do everything possible to keep the children composed 
during the mass but this is not always possible. In order to give parents with children a greater chance to 
exit the church when they need to, we will also be reserving few pews at the back of the church for 
families with children. Thank you for understanding. 
 
October Devotion 
The month of October is the month of the Rosary. Every family is encouraged to say the rosary as many 
times as they can during this month. As a community, we will have our devotion by saying the rosary 
together at the beginning of our adoration at 5.00pm every day. You are invited to come and participate. 
 
The Passage to Ending Homelessness 
The Passage is grateful to those parishioners who have volunteered to help with its street collection on 
Tuesday 19 October. There is a final opportunity to volunteer. Please contact Andrew Hollingsworth 
andrew.h@passage.org.uk 020 75921886  (07928 703131) by 12.00 noon on Monday 18 October.  Do 
look out for Passage collectors on Tuesday if you are in Westminster in Victoria Street or Oxford 
Street.  If you do not carry cash you can donate to the campaign online at  www.passage.org.uk/street 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1120 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £226 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


