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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 10th October 2021 
 

In His Riches Man Lacks Wisdom (Ps 49) 
Lovers of Country music will probably recognise the lyrics from Kenny Rogers’ song The 
Gambler. It sings about a professional gambler’s advice to an amateur whom he met on a train. 
And I believe we too can find ‘an ace to keep’ from this piece, crude as it may appear. 
 

 
Wisdom is required in everything, to ‘know what to throw away and know what to keep.’ This is 
the sum of what our readings tell us today. To love wisdom itself is the beginning of a successful 
life, especially our Christian life. As we know, every inch of our life requires a decision just as 
every inch of following Jesus requires a decision, a commitment. The greatest tool we need is 
wisdom which is provided by the word of God. Our second reading tells us that the word of God 
can slip through the deepest part of our being and can judge secret emotions and thoughts. This 
indicates how difficult and challenging wisdom can be. 
 
We see the challenge of wisdom in our Gospel, in the encounter between Jesus and the young man 
who is seeking to enter into eternal life or the Kingdom of God. We are told two important things 
about him: he is a meticulous observer of the Jewish law and he is also a very wealthy man. So, 
this is a man who has got everything going right for him in the eyes of the world. Yet, neither 
could his faithful observance of the law provide him an assurance of eternal life nor his wealth 
provide him happiness. In spite of his seemingly perfect life, he lacks something – the happiness 
and fulfilment that can only be found in Jesus. He lacks wisdom. 
 
Our attention is drawn to the rich man’s reaction when Jesus offers him the way to eternal life that 
he is looking for. We are told that he went away sad when Jesus asked him to sell everything he 
has, give the money to the poor and follow him. This made Jesus to declare quite frankly that 
without God’s special grace it would be impossible for a rich person to enter eternal life (the 
Kingdom of God). Obviously ‘being rich’ points to something far-reaching than having wealth. 
Being ‘rich’ refers to an attitude of attachment to something that we would rather not trade for 

He said, "If you're gonna play the game, boy 
You gotta learn to play it right 
You've got to know when to hold 'em 
Know when to fold 'em 
Know when to walk away 
And know when to run 
You never count your money 
When you're sittin' at the table 
There'll be time enough for countin' 
When the dealin's done 
 

Every gambler knows 
That the secret to survivin' 
Is knowin' what to throw away 
And knowin' what to keep 
'Cause every hand's a winner 
And every hand's a loser 
And the best that you can hope for 
Is to die in your sleep" 
 



God. The important point being made is that the man is so attached to what he has that he would 
not trade it for eternal life. 
 
We might want to ask ourselves: what is it that I cannot trade for eternal life? What can I not give 
up to follow Jesus? Only the word of God which can slip through the deepest part of us can help 
us uncover this. Only with the wisdom that comes from God can we know what to throw away 
and what to keep. And the secret of ‘surviving’ (eternal life) lies precisely in having the courage 
to throw away whatever we hold dearly in order to gain something of a greater value. Let us not 
acquire such wealth or develop such attachments to things or ideas as to deprive us of wisdom and 
make us reject God. For, as the Psalmist says, in his riches man lacks wisdom, he is like the beasts 
that are destroyed. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Feast day of St Teresa of Avila – 15th October 
On Friday this week (15th October) we will celebrate the feast day of St Teresa of Avila. There 
will be a solemn mass in this church in her honour at 6.00pm. You are specially invited to come 
and celebrate with us. 
 
10.00am Mass Designated as Family Mass 
In order to cater for the needs of families with children, we are designating our 10.00am Mass as 
Family Mass. Children are the future of our church and we must give them with their parents a 
chance to participate in our liturgy. Parents will usually do everything possible to keep the 
children composed during the mass but this is not always possible. In order to give parents with 
children a greater chance to exit the church when they need to, we will also be reserving few 
pews at the back of the church for families with children. Thank you for understanding. 
 
October Devotion 
The month of October is the month of the Rosary. Every family is encouraged to say the rosary 
as many times as they can during this month. As a community, we will our devotion by saying 
the rosary together from tomorrow, 11th October by 5.00pm. You are invited to come and 
participate. 
 
RCIA 
Candidates wishing to become Catholics either from other Christian denominations or by being 
baptised first time can contact the parish through our email address or speak to one of the priests. 
 
Volunteers Needed for The Passage 
The Passage a Catholic Charity working with homeless people has its annual opportunity to take 
up a public collection on the streets of the City of Westminster on Tuesday 19 October (from 
7.00 a.m. to 6.30 p.m.). In order to make the most of this opportunity to raise funds to support 
homeless people they need more volunteers on the day. Could anyone interested please contact 
Andrew Hollingsworth andrew.h@passage.org.uk 020 7592 1886  (07928 703131) 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1092 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £217 
            

Thank you for your generosity 
 

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


