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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 5th September 2021 
 

Jesus Heals our Deafness of Heart 
We often take it for-granted that we are able to hear and speak. But for those whose hearing or 
speech is impaired, life can be lonely and difficult. For those who can hear, one question remains: 
what do we hear? Do we really hear? We live in a world of noise. From the cackling of trains to 
the wheels of automobiles – city life is fast and noisy. With the rush and haste comes the difficulty 
to hear.  
 
If the difficulty was only with physical hearing, one would need not be so disturbed. But what is 
more unsettling is the problem of heart-hearing. This is what Jesus is concerned about in our 
Gospel today. His sigh over the state of the deaf mute is symbolic of his concern for hearts that 
are both deaf and mute.  
 
Let us look at the story in the gospel closely. Jesus is in Sidon – a Gentile territory. He had 
previously worked many miracles in this area and he is well known. This is why families and 
concerned neighbours were bringing those suffering from all kinds of illnesses to Jesus. In this 
instance it is a deaf mute. Such a person would probably be unaware of the happenings in town 
and the presence of Jesus that would have stirred the town. Amidst the crowd, his neighbours, who 
appear to be mere miracle-seekers, bring him to Jesus for healing. But instead of simply casting 
out the spirit of deafness and dumbness before the crowd as he usually did, Jesus takes the man 
away from the crowd to a private place. He begins to motion to the deaf mute that he wants to cure 
him as he touched his ear and mouth. Then Jesus looks up to heaven and lets out a sigh. The sigh 
is both a concern and a prayer. It is a concern for most of the crowd who are deaf and mute in their 
hearts because they do not really hear the words of Jesus. But it is also a prayer because Jesus 
seeks to open their hearts that they might truly hear the word of God.  
 
With the pronouncement Ephphatha! Jesus opened the ears of the deaf man and loosened his 
tongue so that he might hear and speak. Jesus thus fulfils the prophesy of Isaiah in our first reading: 
Say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. Look, your God is coming…’ Then the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed… and the tongues of the dumb sing for 
joy.’ But although the crowd saw that Jesus did these things which could only take place when 
their God comes, they could not recognise in Jesus their God who has come. They remained blind 
and deaf to the revelation God was showing them. They only satisfied their curiosity for a miracle. 
But for the evangelist, Mark, and for us, we know that in Jesus our God has come. 
 
Yet, like the crowd we know that we too are still blind. We are all deaf and in need of Jesus’ 
healing. Every day we are shown the revelation of God’s presence among us in the people around 
us and in the events of our life. But we do not see; we do not hear.  
 
God wants to open our hearts that we may see and hear his word. When this happens, we will be 
able to see and listen to each other, not with our eyes and ears but with our hearts. We in turn can 



become true disciples of Jesus who, through love, open the hearts of others to hear the word of 
God. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Friday Evening Adoration and Solemn Benediction 
We will restart here in the church our Friday evening adoration and solemn benediction which 
were stopped due to the pandemic. From 6.30pm every Friday we will have a solemn adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament together with Vespers (evening prayer) and Compline (night prayer). 
You are all invited to join us. 
 
Ecumenical Service to Celebrate the Season of Creation 
You are invited to an ecumenical service organised to celebrate the 2021 Season of Creation. It 
will be held at Our Lady of Victories on 12 September at 3.00pm. Livestream of the service will 
also be available at www.ourladyofvictories.net 
 
Our Lady of Peñafrancia Fluvial Mass 
This year’s Fluvial Mass to celebrate of Our Lady of Peñafrancia will take place next Sunday, 
the 12th of September. The celebration will take place here in our church at 2.00pm. The Filipino 
community invites everyone to join them in this thanksgiving mass. 
 
Preparations for Confirmation 
Registration is open for those who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in our parish 
next year. Classes will start in October with necessary protocols for safety observed. All 
prospective candidates should register as soon as possible. Candidates must already be 13 years 
by the 31st of August. Registration form is on our website 
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or simply email 
carmeliteparish@gmail.com to request a form. Adults wishing to be confirmed can also contact 
the parish. 
 
Online and Remote Volunteers Needed 
Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation specialising in relationship support - providing 
counselling and marriage preparation throughout England and Wales. We are looking for 
volunteers who can spare just a few hours a week working from the comfort of their own home 
to help us support marriage and relationships.  Zoom Support: Are you an expert on Zoom and 
would you like to use your tech-skills to help us run marriage preparation courses, training or 
CPD events online? Remote Secretary: Provide a vital service to counsellors and clients, taking 
last-minute cancellations calls and communicating changes as necessary. For more information 
please visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email: volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk  
 
 
 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1207 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £151 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 
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