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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 26th September 2021 
 

Cutting Off the Obstacles to God 
I wonder if you have ever been to a church where some people in the congregation had an eye, leg 
or hand torn out in order to deal with their sinful tendencies following Jesus’ instruction? Well, if 
you have never seen this, then what we hear in our readings today must be hyperboles (that is, 
apparent exaggerations used as a figure of speech) and are not meant to be taken literally. So, when 
we hear St James say ‘Woe to the rich, start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming to you!’ 
or in the gospel: ‘If your hand, feet, eye or foot should cause you to sin, cut it off…’ we must 
understand these statements as hyperboles. 
 
But why does Jesus use these apparent exaggerations and what do they mean? Jesus has been 
teaching his disciples, intimating them on what is about to happen to him (and them) but they don’t 
seem to have got it. They are concerned about who is going to be the greatest among them, as we 
read last week. The transfiguration of Jesus, which three of them had been privileged to witness, 
meant nothing to them, and Jesus’ prediction of his suffering and death did not sink in because of 
their preoccupation with their own ambitions. Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem (to his suffering, death 
and resurrection) which will soon happen will be a difficult one for the disciples if they fail to 
understand Jesus’ role as the Messiah and the cost of discipleship. So, this is really the time for 
Jesus to scream a loud warning against what he sees developing among the disciples. 
 
What is developing? The disciples are erecting obstacles not only against Jesus’ mission of  going 
to Jerusalem to fulfil his Father’s will but also against other people coming to Jesus. Obstacles! 
That’s the point. The warning today is about erecting obstacles against the Kingdom of God both 
for oneself and for others. Jesus perceives that the disciples’ ambitions are beginning to spiral out 
of control. We read today that the they are upset because someone ‘not one of them’ is casting out 
devils in Jesus’ name and they want Jesus to stop this man since he was usurping the privilege 
which they suppose has been granted to them alone. They even disguised their ambition as 
protecting Jesus’ interest. 
 
As we listen to this story and somehow participate in it, we must ask ourselves what obstacles to 
God’s kingdom we are erecting for ourselves and for others. Everything that hinders our 
relationship with God is considered an obstacle. While we may be aware of our weaknesses as 
personal obstacles, we can easily be blinded about the obstacles we put in the way of others. 
Anything from us that affects other people’s growth in their faith and trust in God constitutes an 
obstacle which we have put between God and them. Jesus invites us to cut off whatever this 
obstacle is. Although the image of cutting off a hand of tearing out an eye suggests how painful 
this process is, Jesus tells us that it is better to undergo such pain now than to suffer eternal pain. 
In fact, cutting off the obstacles to our relationship with God will bring us the freedom and joy 
because we live our life trusting and accepting the will of God. 
 



Today has been designated as World Day of Migrants and Refugees. The Pope tells us that, “In 
encountering the diversity of foreigners, migrants and refugees, and in the intercultural dialogue 
that can emerge from this encounter, we have an opportunity to grow as Church and to enrich one 
another.” Indeed, we have an opportunity to show the face of God to our foreign brothers and 
sisters or we can be an obstacle to their experiencing safety and peace.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
Preparations for Confirmation – Change in Start Date 
We have extended the registration period for those who wish to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation in our parish next year. The new start date for classes will be mid-January. All 
applications must be received by 5th January. Prospective candidates should please register on 
time as applications will not be accepted after the closing date. Candidates must already be 13 
years by the 31st of August. Registration form is on our website 
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or simply email 
carmeliteparish@gmail.com to request a form. Adults wishing to be confirmed can also contact 
the parish. 
 
RCIA 
Candidates wishing to become Catholics either from other Christian denominations or by being 
baptised first time can contact the parish through our email address or speak to one of the priests. 
 
Teresian Prayer Group 
 The Teresian Prayer Group will restart in October, with parallel monthly sessions: at 10.00 am on 
Saturday mornings with the first meeting on 9 October; and at 6.35 pm on Thursday evenings with 
the first meeting on 7 October.  Those wishing to join the Group should register by email 
to Mark.Courtney@oxon.org by 3 October.  Those attending the Thursday evening session who 
do not have access to email can register at its first meeting.  Details on posters at the back of the 
Church and on our website at https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/teresian-prayer-group/ 
 
A Course on the Psalms 
The Sion Centre is organising a course on the Psalms. This course will have a closer look at 
some of the more well-known Psalms as forms of Christian prayer. There will be 6 sessions – 
Friday morning from 11.00 – 12.30:  October 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, November 5th, 12th.   At the 
Sion Centre for Dialogue and Encounter, 34, Chepstow Villas, W11 2QZ.  Please let us know if 
you plan to come.  sioncentrefordialogue@gmail.com.  No Charge,  Everyone welcome.  

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1025 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £174 
    Our Lady of Peñafrancia Mass £750.60 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


