
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL & ST SIMON STOCK, CARMELITE CHURCH  
41 KENSINGTON CHURCH ST., LONDON W8 4BB 

 
Web: www.carmelitechurch.org  Email: enquiries@carmelitechurch.org 

Tel. 0207 937 9866    Mobile: 0770 8203 595 
  

Priests in the Parish: Fr Thaddeus Ekuma ocd, Fr Matt Blake ocd,  
Fr John McGowan ocd, Fr Tijo Xavier ocd, Fr Theophilus Nyamali, ocd 

 
 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 19th September 2021 
 

True Greatness in the Kingdom of God 
Greatness! What is it? If you randomly ask people who a great person is today, they would 
probably point to people in power, wealthy business people, sports and TV celebrities and so on. 
This is the standard our Television culture has set and most people are guided by this standard in 
their pursuit of greatness. It is not far removed from the standard of early first century and before 
when greatness was also associated with acquisition of wealth and/or fame.  
 
There is a story in 1Kings 18 about King Saul and David. David who was the servant of Saul was 
very successful in war. Once while Saul and David were returning from one of their battles, the 
women came out of all the towns singing and dancing to meet them. As they danced the women 
sang: “Saul has killed his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” This made Saul very angry 
– that the women has assigned tens of thousands to David and only thousands to himself – and he 
became jealous of David from that day onwards. His jealousy grew to a point that he began to look 
for a way to kill David. 
 
We can read this story as a background to what St. James tells us in our first reading today: 
“Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony, and wicked things of every kind 
being done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from above makes for peace and is kindly and 
considerate, full of compassion and it shows itself by doing good.” Where there is pursuit of 
greatness according to the standards of this world we find jealousy and ambition which leads to 
disharmony and possibly wicked things happening. 
 
Jesus keenly observed his disciples slipping into this danger and was quick to point it out and to 
teach them what matters in the kingdom of God. On their way through Galilee to Capernaum, 
some argument had erupted among Jesus’s disciples. It was about which of them would be the 
greatest; something like the Prime Minister. Meanwhile, Jesus had been telling them about the 
experience of death and resurrection he would undergo. But they did not understand and they were 
reluctant to ask for explanation. It is not clear what their assumptions were, but it is clear from the 
point of their argument that their concerns did not resonate with Jesus’ intention. Could their 
preoccupation with who would be greatest prevented them from empathising with the impending 
plight of Jesus? Or could it be they were arguing about greatness in the hope of taking prominent 
places in Jesus’ regime after his resurrection? Whatever the case may be, they were preoccupied 
with their own personal ambitions which both blinded them to what Jesus was saying and caused 
a squabble among them. Wherever you find ambition and jealousy, you find disharmony. Do you 
sometimes find yourself in this place? 
 
In the midst of what was going on, Jesus wanted to teach his disciples what true greatness entails. 
He reversed the prevailing societal value, saying: “If anyone wants to be first [the greatest], he/she 
must make him/herself last [the least] of all and servant of all.” In other words, she/he must be 
open to welcome little children. What is peculiar about little children? Children are powerless, 



vulnerable and defenceless. Moreover in Jesus’ time, they had no legal rights. Jesus is teaching us 
through his disciples that it is the powerless, the vulnerable and the defenceless that we are meant 
to identify with and to serve. When we serve these little one, we serve Jesus. But isn’t our tendency 
to identify with the powerful, the rich and celebrities? Greatness in God’s eyes consists in 
dedicating one’s time and energy for those who are, like children, vulnerable. It is by doing this 
that we create harmony within ourselves and in the world. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
RCIA 
Candidates wishing to become Catholics either from other Christian denominations or by being 
baptised first time can contact the parish through our email address or speak to one of the priests. 
 
Teresian Prayer Group 
The Teresian Prayer Group will restart in October, and there will be an Introductory Meeting 
with a talk by Fr Thaddeus on “St Teresa’s Invitation to Prayer” in the Priory at 6.30 pm on 
Thursday 23 September.  Those interested in joining the Group can register at the Introductory 
Meeting or by email to Mark.Courtney@oxon.org;  Further details on posters at the back of the 
Church and on our website at https://carmelitechurch.org/activities/teresian-prayer-group/ 
  
Preparations for Confirmation 
Registration is still open for those who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in our 
parish next year. Classes will start in October with necessary protocols for safety observed. All 
prospective candidates should register as soon as possible. Candidates must already be 13 years 
by the 31st of August. Registration form is on our website 
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or simply email 
carmeliteparish@gmail.com to request a form. Adults wishing to be confirmed can also contact 
the parish. 
 
Cardinal Vaughan Open Evenings 
Please note that there is no need to book for these events. 

• Year 7 Open Evenings - Tuesday 14th and Thursday 23rd September 2021. The Head 
will speak at 4.30pm and at 6.00pm. The last tour of the school will take place at 6.15pm. 

• Year 12 Open Evenings  - Thursday 7th and Tuesday 12th October 2021 at 5.00pm. The 
Head will speak at 5.00pm. The last tour of the school will take place at 6.00pm 

Keep the Lifeline campaign  
The plan to cut Universal Credit at the beginning of October, will taking away a lifeline that was 
given to people at the start of the pandemic in March 2020 while the economic impact of that 
pandemic is still being felt. Please write to your MP about this. Find out more at 
bit.ly/KeepTheLifeline20  

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1498 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £256 
    Our Lady of Peñafrancia Fluvial Mass £586.60 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


