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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 12th September 2021 
 

You, Who do you Say I AM? 
The mystery of God is way beyond our minds’ grasp. Yet, the main purpose of our life is to 
experience the truth of God through being in relationship with Him. However, like Peter (as we 
shall see) we often bring our own agenda to the relationship which consequently distorts God’s 
revelation of Himself to us. 
 
Today Jesus poses the single question on which our entire Christian life hangs: Who do you say I 
am? This is the question we’ll reflect on and try to highlight the crucial points in this encounter 
between Jesus and his disciples. 
 
The Perception of the Crowd. Although Jesus had been in his ministry for a while before he asked 
this question (this episode is in chapter 8 of Mark’s gospel; that is more than half way into the 
story),  the disciples’ report of other people’s opinion about Jesus shows that their understanding 
of Jesus had not grown since the beginning of his ministry. Despite all the teaching of Jesus 
coupled with the wonders he worked among these people, and despite his clearly fulfilling the 
prophecies about the Messiah, the crowds’ identification of him as one of the prophets had not 
changed. So we may wonder, had they been listening? Had they really been experiencing Jesus? 
Or have their own agenda of seeking miracles obstructed their experience of him? Perhaps! 
 
Why Jesus asked the Question. Jesus may have posed this question because he felt that he had 
been with these people long time enough but continued to perceive that they did not know him. 
He was not too worried about the outsiders’ opinion, not too surprised. But he was concerned that 
perhaps his disciples too may not have perceived his true identity. This is why it was important 
that he checked with them: ‘But you, who do you say I am?’ 
 
Peter’s Answer. Peter quickly demonstrated that the disciples knew more than the crowd. Like 
Peter, we too acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. But that is not all. Although Peter 
identified Jesus correctly, there remains a problem with his understanding of what the Messiah is 
about. When Jesus spoke of his impending suffering and death, Peter’s reaction shows that he has 
his own idea about who the Messiah should be. Undergoing the shame and brutality of public 
crucifixion was certainly not part of it. But Jesus sternly warned Peter that his idea of avoiding 
suffering was more like that of Satan which Jesus previously encountered and conquered in the 
wilderness. It is contrary to God’s thinking. Instead, it is in suffering that God reveals himself. 
 
The problem of Agenda. To be able to listen to God, we cannot bring our own agenda to our 
experience of him. Peter’s intention for Jesus was good – trying to prevent him from suffering – 
but it was not the will of God. Peter with the other disciples and many who lived in Israel had 
hoped that the Messiah would bring an end to the oppressive regime of the Romans and set Israel 
free to practice its religion without fear and interference. That was probably Peter’s expectation of 



Jesus when he described Jesus as the Messiah. He had his own agenda. But in God’s own plan 
suffering was to be part and parcel of Jesus’ redemptive mission.  
 
Surprised? I bet you are; we ought to be. Our natural inclination is to avoid pain and suffering at 
all costs. Why should God sort of make it inevitable for the good of our soul? “Whoever wants to 
follow me, he says, let him deny himself and take up his cross.” To deny self is precisely to 
abandon our aversion to suffering that runs contrary to God’s will for us. It goes deeper than giving 
up chocolate during Lent. It means to drop our own agenda when it comes to God, and to trust 
God completely. To lose one’s self in this way is to gain self (and God), the contrary amounts to 
loss of self and God. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

 
RCIA 
Candidates wishing to become Catholics either from other Christian denominations or by being 
baptised first time can contact the parish through our email address or speak to one of the priests. 
 
Friday Evening Adoration and Solemn Benediction 
We will restart here in the church our Friday evening adoration and solemn benediction which 
were stopped due to the pandemic. From 6.30pm every Friday we will have a solemn adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament together with Vespers (evening prayer) and Compline (night prayer). 
You are all invited to join us. 
 
Our Lady of Peñafrancia Anniversary Mass 
This year’s celebration of Our Lady of Peñafrancia will take place next Sunday, the 19th of 
September. The celebration will take place here in our church with Mass at 2.00pm. The Filipino 
community invites everyone to join them in this thanksgiving mass. 
 
Preparations for Confirmation 
Registration is still open for those who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in our 
parish next year. Classes will start in October with necessary protocols for safety observed. All 
prospective candidates should register as soon as possible. Candidates must already be 13 years 
by the 31st of August. Registration form is on our website 
www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or simply email 
carmeliteparish@gmail.com to request a form. Adults wishing to be confirmed can also contact 
the parish. 
 
Cardinal Vaughan Open Evenings 
Please note that there is no need to book for these events. 

• Year 7 Open Evenings - Tuesday 14th and Thursday 23rd September 2021. The Head 
will speak at 4.30pm and at 6.00pm. The last tour of the school will take place at 6.15pm. 

• Year 12 Open Evenings  - Thursday 7th and Tuesday 12th October 2021 at 5.00pm. The 
Head will speak at 5.00pm. The last tour of the school will take place at 6.00pm 

 
Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1378 
    Gift Aid Envelopes £224 
        

Thank you for your generosity 
 
Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 


