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Twentysecond Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) – 29th August 2021 

 

The Place of the Commandments of God 
 

You have probably heard this story but it needs to be told once again since it summarizes Jesus’s 

teaching today.  It is the story about the ‘Guru’s Cat’ from Antony de Mello’s book, The Song of 

the Bird.  Here is an adaptation of the story: 

 

“A priest had a cat which disturbed evening devotions in his church.  So he ordered that the cat 

be tied to a post in the church during evening prayers.  Years passed and the priest died and the 

cat continued to be tied during evening devotion.  And when the cat died, another cat was brought 

to the church so it could duly be tied during evening devotion.  Centuries later some members who 

maintained the tradition of evening devotion in this church wrote several books on the liturgical 

significance of tying up a cat during evening devotion.” 

 

How often we cling to rituals and lose sight of the reality to which they point us!  How often we 

get weighed down by the commandments of God or the precepts of the church that we lose sight 

of the values which they seek to instil in us!  We forget (to find out) the reason for which they 

were given to us in the first place.  Jesus saw this danger as exhibited by the Pharisees.  Their 

obsession with the ritual laws and details of the commandments had blinded them from 

recognizing the Messiah for whom the commandments were to prepare them. 

 

All through last week, we heard from Matthew’s gospel how Jesus emphasized the need to focus 

on the important things in our Christian life and to stay awake.  We spend a lot of energy, he says, 

taking care of the outside in order to win approval from others, whereas the inside of us gets 

neglected.  But it is the inside that is the most important because, as the Psalmist says, “God 

searches us and knows us” from the inside.  Our gospel today highlights the same thing: it is from 

within our hearts that evil thoughts that defile us emerge: lust, jealousy, envy, avarice, malice, 

pride, etc.  In other words, nothing that happens on the outside which does not proceed from the 

inside can defile us, Jesus says.  Conversely, nothing from the outside (rituals, observances, 

obeying rules) which do not proceed from the inside can make us good.  The heart is where God 

looks.  God gives us commandments, the church gives us precepts and guidance to help us 

internalize values that make our external actions pleasing to God. 

 

In case we are not sure what values the commandments of God seeks to instil in us, Jesus 

summarized them in two simple terms, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your mind, and you must love your neighbour.” This is the summary of all the 

commandments.  Jesus has thus given us a way of checking that we are focusing on the important 

things in our life.  If any concern for rituals or obeying regulations does not proceed from and lead 

us to the love of God and of our neighbours, it probably misses the point.  The commandments 

which Moses enjoined the Israelites to observe, as we heard in our first reading, are meant to lead 
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them to recognize the Lord as their God and be able to live in harmony with one another (and 

resolve any difficulties) in the promised land that they were to possess. 

 

Let us ask our Lord to purify our hearts that we may focus on the important things in our Christian 

life and be ready for his coming.   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICES 
 

St Joseph’s Talks 

Our next talk on St Joseph is on Wednesday 1st September at 10.00am (repeated at 8.00pm).  

This talk will be given by Fr Tijo Xavier, OCD.  Please join us either on our website or Youtube. 

 
March for Life 

The March for Life will take place on Saturday 4th September 2021.  A number of indoor events for 

children, teens and adults will take place from 10am until 1pm in The Emmanuel Centre, 9-23 Marsham 

Street, London, SW1P 3DW.  The March to Parliament Square, will start outside The Emmanuel Centre 

at 1.30pm.  There will be a number of Pro-Life speakers at Parliament Square, including Bishop John 

Keenan who will travel all the way from Scotland to attend this very important event.  For more details 

see: www.MarchForLife.co.uk 

 
Preparations for Confirmation 

Registration is now open for those who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in our parish next 

year.  Classes will start in October with necessary protocols for safety observed.  All prospective 

candidates should register as soon as possible.  Candidates must already be 13 years by the 31st of August.  

Registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or simply 

email carmeliteparish@gmail.com to request a form.  Adults wishing to be confirmed can also contact the 

parish. 

 
Preparations for First Holy Communion 

We into the last week of registrations for preparations for Holy Communion.  Classes will start on 5th 

September in our church hall.  All necessary protocols for safety will continue to be followed.  If you 

have children for First Holy Communion, please do register them as soon as you can.  Children must be 

7yrs old by 31st August.  The registration form is on our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes  or simply email catechism.co-

ordinator@carmelitechurch.org and request a form to be sent to you.  Thanks 

 

Online and Remote Volunteers Needed 

Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation specialising in relationship support - providing counselling and 

marriage preparation throughout England and Wales.  We are looking for volunteers who can spare just a 

few hours a week working from the comfort of their own home to help us support marriage and 

relationships.   Zoom Support: Are you an expert on Zoom and would you like to use your tech-skills to 

help us run marriage preparation courses, training or CPD events online?  Remote Secretary: Provide a 

vital service to counsellors and clients, taking last-minute cancellations calls and communicating changes 

as necessary.  For more information please visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email: 

volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk  

 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1446 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £161 

        

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Fr.  Thaddeus, OCD 

 

 
Charity No:  253645 

http://www.marchforlife.co.uk/
http://www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes
mailto:carmeliteparish@gmail.com
http://www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes
mailto:catechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org
mailto:catechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org
http://www.marriagecare.org.uk/
mailto:volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk

