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Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – 15th August 2021 

 

My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of God 

 
We celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven.  What this 

really means is the taking up of our Blessed Mother’s body and soul into heaven.  As we all 

celebrate the resurrection and ascension of Our Lord, this gift to Mary should not surprise us – that 

she should share the unity of body and soul with her divine Son after her earthly life.  In rejoicing 

at this generosity of God to Mary, we anticipate the joy of our own moment when, through God’s 

generosity, our souls will be reunited with our heavenly bodies.  This joy and hope is what Mary 

celebrated in her song of praise to God, and with her we sing that song today. 

 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of God.’ This song of Mary not only expresses her joy but also 

the joy of God and our own joy.   

 

Mary’s joy proceeds from her trust in the generosity of God.  Notice that it is her trust, her ability 

to spot the greatness of God, that caused this joy to well up in her heart.  The context of Mary’s 

song, as the gospel narrates, is her visitation to Elizabeth whom she was told had conceived a child 

after over 60 years of barrenness.  Like Mary, Elizabeth is also a woman of acute attentiveness to 

the generosity of God.  As soon as she saw Mary arrive at her place, she recognized her as the 

‘mother of my Lord.’ She was the first person to recognize Mary as such.  What followed was the 

sharing of joy between these two women leading to Mary’s song of joy. 

 

If we look a little closer at Mary’s song we can begin to appreciate her joy at the generosity of 

God.  The song has a litany of reversals: the lowly handmaid is exalted for all generations; the 

powerful are pulled down from their thrones while the lowly are exalted; the hungry are filled 

while the rich are sent away empty, etc.  Ultimately, God is one who comes to the aid of his servant 

Israel in fulfilment of his promise. 

 

In Mary’s song, we also find expressed the joy of God.  God’s own joy (his greatness) lies in his 

generosity which ensures that those who trust and hope in him are blessed and exalted.  His mercy 

visits those who wait for him and he fulfils the promise he makes to them.  In other words, God in 

his greatness never fails us.  But it requires the sort of heart and eyes of Mary and Elizabeth to 

hope and wait for God’s fulfilment of his promise and to spot it when it arrives.  Mary sings of our 

God, the faithful one. 

 

Then she also expresses our own joy which lies in our hope of unification with God at the end of 

our life on earth.  Mary’s assumption into heaven is God’s assurance to us of our own destiny.  

Even while in this world, God prepares us for that union by providing what we need for our earthly 

journey.  Pope Francis writes that ‘On the cross, Christ led us to Mary, and He brought us to her 

because he did not want us to journey without a mother’ (Evangelii Gaudium).  As for Mary’s role 

as our Mother, Pope Francis, reflecting on the wedding feast at Cana, also writes, ‘She is the friend 
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who is ever concerned that wine not be lacking in our lives.  She is the woman whose heart was 

pierced by a sword and who understands all our pain.  As mother of all, she is a sign of hope for 

peoples suffering the birth pangs of justice.  She is the missionary who draws near to us and 

accompanies us through life, opening our hearts to faith by her maternal love.  As a true mother, 

she walks at our side, she shares our struggles and she constantly surrounds us with God’s love’ 

(Evangelii Gaudium). 

 

Therefore, although our world remains in great pain – with the pandemic still raging, fires and 

floods rendering millions of people homeless, ravages of war and hatred destroying lives and 

relationships – when we open the eyes of our hearts, like Mary, we are able to see the generosity 

of God.  Let us, together with Mary, continue to sing of the greatness of God, thanking God for 

the gift of Mary’s assumption – a foreshadowing of his gift to us at the end of our life. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICES 
Preparations for Confirmation 

Registration is now open for those who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in our parish next 

year.  Classes will start in October with necessary protocols for safety observed.  All prospective 

candidates should register as soon as possible.  Candidates must already be 13 years by the 31st of August.  

Registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes or simply 

email carmeliteparish@gmail.com to request a form. 

 

Covid – Health and Safety in our Church 

From Monday, July 19th, Government COVID restrictions have been lifted – responsibility now 

rests with us to keep the Church safe.  Considering the peculiarities of common worship, the 

Bishops have recommended a gradual easing of restrictions between now and September 

(provided local conditions permit). 

The following remain in place in our church: 

• Test and Trace. 

• Hand Sanitisers at the entrance to Church. 

• Cleansing of Church after Masses. 

• The wearing of masks is no longer compulsory but highly recommended.   
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

The times of Exposition of Blessed Sacrament in our Church have changed from 19th July: 

Monday to Saturday:  8.30 – 9.00; 11.30 – 12.00 17.00 – 17.45 

Sunday: 17.00 – 17.45 
 

Preparations for First Holy Communion 

We are accepting registrations for preparations for Holy Communion.  The last group met by Zoom only.  

But this group which will begin classes in September will meet face to face here in our church hall.  All 

necessary protocols for safety at that time will of course be followed.  If you have children for First Holy 

Communion, please do register them ahead of September.  Children must be 7yrs old by 31st August.  The 

registration form is on our website www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes  or simply 

email catechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org and request a form to be sent to you.   

 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1133 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £90 

        

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Fr.  Thaddeus, OCD 

 
Charity No:  253645 

http://www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes
mailto:carmeliteparish@gmail.com
http://www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes
mailto:catechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org

