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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)  – 25th July 2021 

 

The Bread of Life 

 
Throughout this year we have been reading from the Gospel of Mark each Sunday.   Now for five 

Sundays, beginning today, we read from the Gospel of John.   We read the entire Chapter Six of 

John’s Gospel in five extracts – I recommend you pick up the Bible and read the Chapter as a 

whole and see each of our Sunday Gospels in their context.   The theme of this Chapter is the 

Eucharist and its purpose is to deepen our understanding and our living of this great gift.   We are 

drawn deeper and deeper into this mystery and, like those present that day, challenged by the 

implications of these profound actions and words of Jesus.   

 

Perhaps this year these Gospel extracts come at a particularly appropriate time.   Most people have 

gone through long periods of being unable to physically attend the Eucharist over the past year 

and a half.   Even since the Church has been allowed to reopen many people have felt unable or 

unsafe to attend.   We look forward to the return of many more people when the time is right for 

them.   Our Catholic Bishops have expressed the hope that most Catholics will feel able and willing 

to return to regular Sunday Eucharist by the first Sunday of Advent [November 28th, 2021].   This 

is of course subject to many factors beyond our control.   

 

In the meantime, we hope that those who feel safe will physically come to Sunday Mass and/or 

the quieter weekday Masses.   Many people continue to attend Mass on Live-Stream, You Tube 

and other electronic means.   Technology has been one of the great blessings of the pandemic.   In 

today’s gospel Jesus saw the crowds coming, He recognised their hunger and set about to feed 

them.   While Jesus gives the people a good meal of bread and fish, it is their spiritual hunger that 

is his main concern.   Throughout this pandemic Jesus has fed the spiritual hunger of so many 

people, throughout the whole world, through these modern electronic means.   

 

However, we still hunger for the day when we can celebrate the Eucharist together more freely 

and easily: greet, welcome and celebrate with each other, partake actively through singing, 

responding, serving and many other ways and through seeing, touching, eating and drinking the 

body and blood of Jesus Christ.   The same Jesus who made the people sit down, broke bread for 

them, distributed the fish and collected the leftovers is the same Jesus who has fed his people 

through computers, mobile phones and many other means over these past eighteen months.   Our 

homes, gardens, cars and countryside have become chapels where He is given honour and glory 

and his peoples’ spirits are nurtured and nourished.   Never underestimate what God can do for us, 

particularly when the normal means are unavailable or denied to us.   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTICES 

 

 

Carmelite Retreat 

 

There will be a Carmelite retreat, led by Fr.   Matt Blake OCD, in our Church from Monday July 

26th to Friday July 30th.   The retreat will consist of talks at 11.00am and 3.00pm and Mass at  

12.15pm.   The talks will also be on Live-Stream and YouTube.   The theme is: “Growing in 

prayer in the Carmelite tradition”.   The retreat is organised by the Carmelite Secular Order but 

everyone is welcome to partake.   
 

Covid Restrictions Update 

 

From Monday, July 19th, Government COVID restrictions have been lifted – responsibility now 

rests with us to keep the Church safe.   Considering the peculiarities of common worship, the 

Bishops have recommended a gradual easing of restrictions between now and September 

(provided local conditions permit).   

 

The following remain in place in our church: 

• Test and Trace.   

• Hand Sanitisers at the entrance to Church.   

• Cleansing of Church after Masses.   

• The wearing of masks is no longer compulsory but highly recommended.   
 

St.   Joseph Talks 

 

The next talk is Wednesday August 4th at 10.00am [repeated at 8.00pm].   This talk will be given 

by Fr.   Theophilus Nyamali OCD.    

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

The times of Exposition of Blessed Sacrament in our Church have changed from 19th July: 

Monday to Saturday:  8.30 – 9.00; 11.30 – 12.00 17.00 – 17.45 

Sunday: 17.00 – 17.45 
 

Preparations for First Holy Communion 

 

We are accepting registrations for preparations for Holy Communion.   The last group met by Zoom only.   

But this group which will commence classes in September will meet face to face here in our church hall.   

All necessary protocols for safety at that time will of course be followed.   If you have children for first 

Holy Communion, please do register them ahead of September.   Children must be 7yrs old by  

31st August.   The registration form is on our website www.  carmelitechurch.  org/activities/catechism-

classes  or simply email catechism.  co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.  org and request a form to be sent to 

you.   

 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1400 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £149 

        

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Fr.   Matt Blake, OCD 
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