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CORPUS CHRISTI  – Sunday 6th June 2021 
 

Every time we come to the Eucharistic celebration, we come to a dinner party, so to say.   It is God 

who invites us to this banquet in which His Son is given to us as food.   I know, this might sound 

cannibalistic, but if it does appear so, know that it is the same accusation that was laid on early 

Christians when pagans tried to describe their Eucharistic communion.   But we know that it is not 

cannibalism.   Yet we also believe that it is truly the body and blood of Christ that we receive to 

eat and drink in this dinner party. 

 

Above the concern about the material substance of what we receive is the important question why 

Jesus gives us his flesh and blood as food.   We heard from our first reading that the blood of 

purification in the Old Testament was sprinkled upon believers and it cleansed them simply by 

touching them.   Why has Jesus gone over and beyond merely sprinkling us for purification to 

giving us himself as food?  The evangelists offer us an unambiguous answer: it was to show the 

depth of his love.   This expression of love – which surpassed what everyone previously knew – 

became so embedded in the apostles’ psyche that the apostolic Christians expressed their belief in 

Jesus by the common act of breaking bread together in unity. 

 

The Eucharistic meal is a celebration that draws people in.   Jesus intended that it would be the 

source of bond and unity among a disparate group of believers all over the world who would 

become his followers through the preaching of the first disciples.   But our Eucharistic celebration 

is not only for the benefit of Catholics.   Pope Benedict reflecting on this feast writes that: “the 

Eucharist belongs not only in the Church and to a closed community.   The world should become 

eucharistic, should live in the vine of God.   But that is Corpus Christi: to celebrate the Eucharist 

cosmically; to carry it even to our streets and squares so that the world, from the fruit of the new 

vine, may receive healing and reconciliation through the tree of life of the Cross of Jesus Christ”. 

 

The reality we celebrate – that the Eucharist is a banquet in which Jesus feeds us with his body 

and blood as our food and drink – invites us to reflect on our attitude towards this daily festival.   

As we already said, it is God’s own festival given to his children in celebration of his love and the 

Church makes this banquet available every day to constantly assure us that God never ceases to 

offer us his love.   For anyone in a relationship ‘I love you’ is a reassurance we are never tired of 

hearing.   That is what we enact at each Eucharistic celebration – God’s daily reassurance of his 

love for us.   It is not surprising therefore, that Jesus left us a sacrament of his presence in the form 

of bread and wine to be shared among us.   The constant availability of Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament assures us of the constant availability of God in our lives.   By extension, the ingestion 

of Jesus’s body and blood means the constant dwelling of God within us.   This is why St Thomas 

Aquinas says that, “no sacrament contributes more to our salvation than this; for it [constantly] 

purges away our sins, increases our virtues, and nourishes our minds with an abundance of all the 

spiritual gifts”. 
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The question for us is: how often disposed are we to accept the invitation of God to his banquet – 

an invitation which is after all to our own benefit?  Sometimes we tend to treat this precious gift 

as a reward for our own holiness rather than a healing remedy for our weakness.   While we must, 

of course, prepare before taking our seat at this banquet like we prepare dress-code-wise for any 

banquet, we must not assume that Jesus gives himself to us because we are worthy of him.   That 

will be a misappropriation of God’s gift.   As Jesus himself said, “It is not the healthy who need 

the doctor but the sick”.  Nor should we turn away and reject God’s invitation because of our 

unworthiness.   Our hunger for the Sacrament of Jesus’s body and blood must be a true hunger that 

comes from our need of him not a reward for our righteousness.   For indeed it is only those who 

are truly hungry that are fed; those who are already satisfied have no need for this food. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICES 
 

Church Opening 

From this week our church will be open from 7.30am to 7.00pm.   All COVID protocols will 

continue to be observed including signing in using Track & Trace number or NHS App.   Please 

continue to sanitize your hands, wear your face-mask and maintain a safe distance while in the 

church. 

 

Preparations for First Holy Communion 

We are now accepting registrations for preparations for Holy Communion.   The last group met 

by Zoom only.   But this group which will commence classes in September will meet face to face 

here in our church hall.   All necessary protocols for safety at that time will of course be 

followed.   If you have children for first holy communion, please do register them ahead of 

September.   Children must be 7yrs old by 31st August.   The registration form is on our website 

www.carmelitechurch.org/activities/catechism-classes  or simply email and request a form to be 

sent to you.   

 

Family Retreat Day 

A day of retreat is being organised for families at the SPEC Centre, Pinner HA5 3EP on Sunday 

27th June from 9am-5pm.   It is organised for families by families.   Children of all ages are 

welcome.   The retreat is structured around times of teaching and personal prayer for parents.    

Fr Matt Blake, Carmelite, will help the parents (re)discover the power of prayer.   Children 

participate in a school of prayer specially tailored to their age, under the responsibility of 

volunteers.   If you would like to register or just know a little bit more, please visit our website: 

https://www.pulse-retreats.com/catholic-family-retreat Do not hesitate to share the information 

and invite friends who might be interested. 

 

Annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Our Annual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham will take place on 26th June.   

Because of the prevailing COVID situation, we will not provide a common travel coach as in 

previous years.   Each person is encouraged to arrange their own means of transport to and from 

the venue. 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1310 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £254 

        

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Fr.   Thaddeus, OCD 

 
Charity No:  253645 
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