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Sixth Sunday of Easter  – 9th May 2021 

 

You’ll probably recognise the following extract from The Little Prince.  ‘Come and play with me,’ 

suggested the little prince.  ‘I cannot play with you,’ said the fox.  ‘I am not tamed.’ ‘What does 

“tame” mean?’ asked the little prince.  ‘It is something which is too often forgotten,’ said the fox.  

‘It means to establish ties…’ ‘To establish ties?’ asked the little prince.  ‘That’s right,’ said the 

fox.  ‘To me, you are still nothing more than a little boy who is just like a hundred thousand other 

little boys.  And I have no need of you.  And you, on your part, have no need of me.  To you I am 

nothing more than a fox like a hundred thousand other foxes.  But if you tame me, then we shall 

need each other.  To me, you will be unique in all the world.  To you, I shall be unique in all the 

world....’ ‘One can only understand what one tames.’ 

 

‘What should I do?’ asked the little prince.  ‘You must be patient,’ replied the Fox.  ‘First you will 

sit down at a little distance from me, like that, in the grass.  I shall watch you out of the corner of 

my eye and you will say nothing.  Words are the source of misunderstandings.  But every day, you 

can sit a little closer to me…’ 

 

The story of this encounter between the little prince and the Fox teaches us that loving someone is 

impossible if we do not first try to understand the person.  In today’s readings, we are called to 

love God and love one another.  We can sometimes be at a loss or wonder what this means.  How 

do we carry out this commandment of Jesus to love?  Jesus himself tells us how to go about it by 

emphasizing the foundation of love as friendship. 

 

Friendship is an invaluable gift which Jesus offered his disciple and which He offers us today.  

Jesus calls us, his disciples, ‘friends’ because he says, “I have made known to you everything I 

have learnt from my Father.”  His relationship with us is not to be that of a servant who carries out 

his master’s commands merely as an obligation and does not really know his master’s business.  

He wants us to relate to Him as friends who every day get closer and closer to each other and speak 

heart to heart with a gaze too deep for words.  It is in this encounter that He makes known to us 

everything He received from the Father.  St Teresa calls this prayer; that is ‘spending time with 

the one who we know loves us’ or as the Fox calls it, ‘To establish ties.’ And one must establish 

ties since ‘one can only understand what one tames’.  Jesus emphasizes this type of relationship as 

the foundation of our life with Him, as the foundation of love.  He does not want mere servants 

who are simply eager to keep the rules and go to Mass only because it is an obligation. 

 

Friendship with Jesus brings joy, boundless joy.  It is in keeping the command to love that we find 

true joy.  But perhaps Jesus knew how difficult it is to love someone if we don’t try to understand 

them first.  This is why He says that friendship is the key.  We can truly love only when we are 

prepared to enter into a friendly relationship with Jesus and with one another.  And this is possible 

only if, as the Fox says, we are ‘patient’ and learn to listen from the heart. 
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It may sound scandalous to some of us to speak of friendship with Jesus.  We often perceive Jesus, 

being God, as someone to be obeyed, respected and adored, and speaking of friendship with him 

may seem uncomfortable.  One priest, Fr Jim Kirstein wrote: “In many ways maybe we are better 

as a Lenten people than an Easter people. We have the Stations of the Cross but no Stations of Joy, 

a sacrament for confessing our sins and failures but no special sacrament for expressing our joy 

and gratitude to God, unless we name it Eucharist.  And yet the main thrust of the Christ story is 

of tragedy averted, sadness overcome, victory achieved.”  Jesus offers us the gift of friendship not 

because we are equal in holiness to him but because that is the only way true holiness can rub off 

on us.  Only by understanding Him deeply can we have a chance at truly loving Him and loving 

our neighbour as well as ourselves, since this ‘piercing of the mysteries of God’, as the Psalmist 

puts it, will ultimately give us an understanding of the world as well as the gift of self-knowledge. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICES 
 

Annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Our Annual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham will take place on 26th June.  

Due to the prevailing COVID situation, we will not provide a common travel coach as in previous 

years.  Each person is encouraged to arrange their own means of transport to and from the venue. 

 

May Devotion at the Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden 

May Devotion to Our Lady will take place on Sunday 9th May at 3.30pm at the Shrine of Our Lady 

of Willesden.  It will include Holy Rosary and Benediction, with music from the Shrine Singers.  

Due to Covid Restrictions only a limited number of seats will be available for reservation.  The 

Devotion will be livestreamed.  For a link to the livestream and booking of available seats, please 

visit:  https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/willesden 

 

Covid-19 Vaccine Confidence Webinar 

A Covid-19 vaccine confidence webinar has been organized for the of Dioceses of Brentwood, 

Southwark and Westminster, with the cooperation of Hertfordshire County Council and 

Hammersmith & Fulham Council, and other local authorities.  It will take place on Saturday 15th 

May 2021 from 10am to 11.30am and will feature a panel of eminent medical experts led by Prof 

Kevin Fenton, Regional Director of Public Health London.  The panel will share the latest 

information on COVID-19 vaccination.   There will be an opportunity for participants to ask 

questions anonymously.  To join the webinar: https://zoom.us/j/99627319556  Passcode: 546617 

 

Year of St Joseph 

To mark the year of St.  Joseph there will be a talk every first Wednesday of the month beginning 

in May.  The talk will be a reflection on an aspect of the life of St Joseph and his significance as 

the Patron of the Church and of our families.  The talks will be livestreamed on our website and 

YouTube at 10.00am and repeated at 8.00pm.  The next talk will be given on 2nd June.  All Masses 

on every first Wednesday of the month will be a votive Mass of St Joseph. 

 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1421 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £295 

        

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Fr.  Thaddeus, OCD 
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