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Seventh Sunday of Easter  – 16th May 2021 
 

There is a certain tone of apprehension in Jesus’s prayer in our Gospel today.  He raised his eyes 

to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they 

may be one like us… While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name… 

But now I am coming to you.” 

 

What will happen to them when I am gone?  Jesus is aware of the obstacles that hindered his own 

ministry.  These obstacles were mainly external, like the Pharisees and Jewish officials who were 

opposed to his ministry.  The potential obstacles that would threaten his disciples’ ministry would, 

in addition to the external ones, be internal – greed (such as seen in the falling away of Judas who 

betrayed his Master for a few pieces of silver), envy, competition.  These things make for disunity 

which characterize ‘the world’. 

 

Jesus therefore prays that the disciples might live in the world in such a way as not to be of the 

world.  This means living in the world but with heavenly values, with love and unity which 

characterize the relationship between Jesus and the Father as we hear from the second reading.  

The world hates these values and those who live by them.  For John the evangelist, ‘the world’ 

represents more than the physical entity; it represents everything that is opposed to God.  The 

world hated Jesus and would hate his disciples as well.  But since the disciples must continue to 

live and carry out their mission in the physical world, they are to live by heavenly values.  In that 

way, they would change the world and not be corrupted by it.  Notice that Jesus is not asking for 

the disciples to be removed from the world but that they may be protected from its evil influence.  

As Christians we are to participate fully in the affairs of the world but with heavenly values.  And 

Jesus is aware of the potential tension that is involved in being in the world but not of the world.  

This is why He prays for the disciples and for us that we may be protected from the evil one. 

 

One word that Jesus mentions which is important in living as Christ’s followers is TRUTH.  He 

asks God to ‘consecrate’ His disciples in the truth.  To consecrate means to set apart.  This indicates 

that it is by living in the truth that the disciples would be identified (set apart) in the world which 

is filled with lies and deception.  The ultimate truth is, of course, God’s word which is Jesus 

Himself.  Those who acknowledge Jesus as God and make this knowledge the foundation and 

source of their life live in the truth. 

 

The word TRUTH is especially significant today when we celebrate World Communications Day.  

Human communication is the primary means by which we form and sustain human relationships.  

It is by communicating the truth of God to us that Jesus set us apart as his disciples.  The theme of 

this year’s Communications Day is “Come and See.”  The Pope chose this theme to emphasize 

that genuine communication must constitute truth based on experience.  When Jesus called his first 

disciples in the Gospel of John, the invitation was to ‘come and see,’ in other words to have a first-

hand experience of Him.  When the first disciples invited their friends to Jesus it was also to ‘come 
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and see’ rather than simply telling them about their new-found messiah.  Their experience changed 

their life forever.  Genuine communication aims to achieve that kind of effect in us. 

 

We must therefore reflect today on how we participate in human communication within our society 

today.  Is our communication based on truth that fosters human flourishing or do we disseminate 

information that make people believe what we want them to believe?  How do we use the social 

media?  Do we seek for and disseminate truth based on experience or do we perpetuate falsehoods 

engineered by malicious people? 

 

Jesus prays for all of us today that we may be one – that we may seek the things that make for 

unity and human flourishing.  He prays that we may not be engulfed by the world while we remain 

in the world to carry out His mission.  As we await the fulness of His Spirit at Pentecost, let our 

communication be rooted in the Spirit of truth which He has bestowed upon our hearts.    

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTICES 
 

COVID Guidelines from 17th May 

The new COVID guidelines with effect from 17th May do not significantly affect the way we 

worship at the moment.  Only the numbers allowed in weddings, receptions and baptisms have 

slightly increased to 30.  Please continue to sanitize your hands, wear your mask and maintain a 

safe distance while in the church. 

 
Second Collection for World Communications Day 

We have been asked to take up a second collection this weekend for World Communications Day.  Funds 

raised go towards the work of the Communications Office of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England 

and Wales.  Find out more at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/world-communications-day-2021/  

 

Annual Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Our Annual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham will take place on 26th June.  Due to the 

prevailing COVID situation, we will not provide a common travel coach as in previous years.  Each person 

is encouraged to arrange their own means of transport to and from the venue. 

 

Laudato Si’ Online Group  

An online group is being set up to discuss and action Laudato Si', Pope Francis's Encyclical about the 

climate crisis..  On 24th May it will be six years since this Encyclical was published and events for the 

week preceding it can be found at the website of “catholic climate movement.” There was an immediate 

global response after its publication and since last Summer a network has been established in UK as well 

and now in the Westminster Diocese.  All are welcome to join.  For further information please email 

johnwoodhousecat@gmail.com.   

 

Young People’s Zoom Meeting 

As a follow-up to the recent questionnaire for young people, Fr John will be holding a round table on Zoom 

to carry on the discussion started with our young people.  It will be held on Friday 21st May, 7.30-9.00pm.  

If you would like to participate in this round table, please send an SMS to Fr John on 07598913986 and he 

will send you the meeting link closer to the time. 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering  £1396 

    Gift Aid Envelopes £220 

        

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Fr.  Thaddeus, OCD 
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