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3rd Sunday of Advent - 13th December 2020
REFLECTION
We are entering into the third week of waiting, expecting the coming of our Saviour. We might
begin to grow weary already, so today we are encouraged to renew our hope in the advent of
Christ. Instead of growing tired of waiting, we are told to rejoice! Rejoice because our Saviour
is near, and not long He will arrive with our salvation, and today is called Gaudete Sunday.
In the past couple of months we all have known how frustrating it is to wait for a period of
lockdown to be lifted. We have been waiting for the pandemic to be over, so we could have
our life back. What a relief to hear of the arrival of a vaccine with all the hopes it brings. If we
can experience such a relief for a vaccine which potentially cures only one disease, how much
more should we rejoice greatly for the coming of our Saviour who, as we read in the first
reading, will bind up hearts that are broken, liberate those in all sorts of captivity or prison, and
proclaim a year of favour (1s 1:1-2). These things the Lord will do and much more.
As human beings, there is a tendency for us to look for obvious signs – verifiable indications
that the Lord is present in our lives. But often, God works within us and among us in ways that
may not be so perceptible as we would expect. This is the case in our Gospel today, and it is a
warning for us to watch out for our own expectations as our Saviour comes. Long before the
appearance of Jesus in 1st century Palestine, most any devout Jew was expecting the Christ and
they had a blueprint of what they expected him to be based on prophesies. Because of the signs
associated with John the Baptist who was preaching and baptising, the Jews assumed he was
the Christ. So John had to openly declare his own unique role – he was not the Christ but a
witness to Christ. More importantly, he added, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands among
you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me… He will baptise with Holy Spirit.’
By this, John the Baptist already indicates the way in which our Lord is among us and the way
He works in and among us – unknown to us. The first sign of this is at His birth, born in a
manger, in an insignificant town – not what the Jews expected of the Messiah, the King and
Lord of the universe.
Therefore, while we continue to wait, let us open the eyes our minds and adjust our expectations
so that we might meet our Saviour when He comes and not pass by Him searching where he is
not. He will come among us unknown to us. He is always among us, unknown to us. This is
something to remember especially when we are in difficulty and in great distress. Those times

when we come to a point of despair, we should always remember these words of John the
Baptist: The one you are waiting for stands there among you, unknown to you.

NOTICES
Mass Times for Christmas 2020
24th December (Christmas Vigil): 4.30pm, 6.00pm, 8.00pm & 10.00pm
25th December (Christmas Day): 8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm
All Masses are open for anyone to attend. No prior booking is required.
Christmas Confessions
23rd December:

9.00am – 12.00 noon & 3.00pm – 5.00pm

24th December 9.00am – 12.00 noon & 3.00pm – 4.30pm
Mass Times from 26th December to 3rd January inclusive remain as usual: 8.00am, 12.15pm
& 6.00pm on weekdays; 8.30am, 10.00am, 12.15pm & 6.00pm on Sundays.
Please Note: There will be no exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 25th December to 3rd
January Inclusive. All adoration will be before the crib of our Saviour. During this time the
church will be open for prayer at the crib from 9am-12noon and 4.00pm-6.00pm.
Funeral Mass for Rita McDonagh
Rita's funeral mass is Wednesday December 16th at 10.00am followed by cremation. Due to
Covid restrictions we can only have 30 people at the funeral. We will have to give priority to
Rita's family and close friends. At a later date we will have a parish Memorial Mass for Rita,
at which many more people can attend. The funeral will be on Live Stream and YouTube.
Collections for
Collections Last Sunday

Offering
Gift Aid

£868
£186

Thank you for your generosity

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD

