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29th Sunday of the Year- 18th October 2020 

 

REFLECTION 

 

As Jesus remained in Jerusalem spending the last days of his ministry, there was yet another 

deliberate plot against him. This time it was the Pharisees together with the Herodians. The 

Pharisees and their disciples were opposed to the Roman occupation of Palestine and opposed 

to taxes being paid to the Romans. The Herodians (supporters of Herod, the Roman ruler in 

Palestine) on the contrary approved of taxes being paid to the Rome. These two opposed groups 

teamed up to put a question to Jesus in order to trap him. “Is it right to pay taxes to the emperor, 

or not?” They knew that either way Jesus answered he would get into trouble either with the 

Romans or with the common people who were already frustrated about the forced taxation. 

Worse still, they started their question in pretence that they were on the side of Jesus by praising 

Jesus as a Teacher who is sincere, teaches the way of God and shows deference to no one 

because of their status. Of course, this is all true about Jesus.  

 

But Jesus saw through their malice and hypocrisy. His reply to their question was masterful 

and showed that He was truly the Teacher of the way of God. Jesus declared that coins which 

bore the image of Caesar should be given back to Caesar and what belongs to God should be 

given back to God (Mt 22:21). It is clear here what belongs to Caesar (the coin) but it is not 

clear what Jesus means by ‘what belongs to God.’ 

 

If we take the immediate context of Jesus’ impending suffering and death, with the Pharisees 

and Scribes looking for a way to get rid of him, it would seem that Jesus was subtly asking the 

Pharisees and Herodians to get on with their plot so that He could fulfil the will of God for the 

salvation of the world. ‘What belongs to God’ would then be Jesus Himself. By his death He 

would return to the Father. But he would die by being handed over (by the Pharisees, Herodians 

and Chief Priests) to the Romans. 

 

We can also understand ‘what belongs to God’ as referring to us, human beings, who are the 

imprints of God’s image as we read in Gen 1:26-27 that we are made in the image and likeness 

of God. Since what belongs to Caesar should be given back to Caesar, it is only right that we 

must give ourselves to God. By loving God and our neighbour, we give ourselves to God. By 

engaging in prayer, which St Teresa says is “an intimate conversation with the one whom we 

know loves us,” we are also giving ourselves to Him. Also by seeking and accepting the will 

of God for our life, we give ourselves to God. In other words, to give back to God what belongs 

http://www.carmelitechurch.org/
http://www.carmelitechurch.org/


to God would mean to give our entire selves, to submit wholly to God just as Jesus did when 

his went to his death for our salvation. 

 

Giving to God what belongs to God should by extension apply when we engage in civil 

discussions that directly impact on human life. We must take care that we do not trample on 

that which belongs to God. Life is God’s and all civil decisions must ensure that it is preserved. 

So we must constantly ask ourselves, to whom do we belong? Although we must acknowledge 

our affiliation with family and friends, fundamentally we all belong to God. Yet we must at the 

same time commit ourselves to concretely engage with earthly realities such as the family and 

civil life but in a way that these earthly realities are imbued with God’s light. St. Paul gives us 

the image of our Christian life as that of athletes who set their eyes on the goal while constantly 

striving to reach. Their energy and struggle are, so to say, ignited by the presence and hope of 

their goal. God is our ultimate goal, and He empowers us even now to work towards him 

through our civil duties. 

 

The first reading demonstrates how God used Cyrus, a civil ruler, for the liberation of God’s 

people. God always works with every available means for our salvation, including our civil 

life. Yet God remains the priority in our life. Let us commit ourselves entirely to Him as he 

looks after us. 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

Confirmation 

The date for confirmation in our parish is 25th October in a special Mass at 2.00pm. We ask 

you to pray for our candidates for confirmation. 

 

November Dead List 

We will observe the usual tradition of November dead list. You may send in your request for 

Masses to be said for your dead relatives throughout the month of November.  

 

2020/21 Preparations for Baptism and First Holy Communion 

Registration is still ongoing for candidates preparing for baptism and First Holy Communion. 

If you wish to register please contact the parish by filling the form on the parish website or 

email us at catechism.co-ordinator@carmelitechurch.org 

 

New COVID-19 Restrictions 

As we know, our Parish is now under Tier 2 restrictions. It does not significantly change 

anything we have been doing, but it does mean that we all must take more care – keep our face 

masks on while in church (unless exempted), keep a safe distance and practice hand-washing 

hygiene. Our church remains open at the times scheduled and we continue to do all we can to 

keep everyone that comes to our church safe. 

 

Collections Last Sunday Offering £1,196 

    Gift Aid £186 

 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

 

Fr. Thaddeus, OCD 
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