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Priests in the Parish  
 Fr Christopher Clarke ODC (Prior & Parish Priest),  Fr. Alexander Ezechukwu ODC     

Fr John McGowan ODC, Fr Tijo Xavier ODC 
Safeguarding Persons 

Franca Bren & Teresa LynchReflection 

Feast of St’s Peter & Paul - 28th June 2020 

Opening Prayer 
O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter & Paul give us the noble and holy joy of 

this day, grant, we pray , that your Church may in all things follow the teaching of those 
through whom she received the beginnings of right religion.Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God  for ever 

and ever. Amen 

First Reading 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some 
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 
them.  He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword.  When he saw that this met with 
approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter 
also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread. After arresting him, he put him in prison, 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four 
soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for 
public trial after the Passover. 

http://www.carmelitechurch.org


 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  
The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.  Suddenly an angel of the 
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. 
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him.  Peter followed him out of the 
prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought 
he was seeing a vision.  They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate 
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent 
his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people 
were hoping would happen.” 

The Word of the Lord 

Psalm 33 

R/ From all my terrors the Lord set me free 

I will bless the Lord at all times 
his praise always on  my lips 
in the Lord my should shall make its boast. 
the humble shall hear and be glad. R/ 

Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free. R/ 

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your face not be abashed. 
This poor man call and the Lord heard him 
and rescued him from all his distress. R/ 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 
around those who revere him, to rescue them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
he is happy who seek refuge in him. R/ 



Second Reading 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to Timothy 

For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the 
time for my departure is near.  I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in 
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me 
from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord 

Alleluia. alleluia! 
You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church . 
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. 
Alleluia 

Gospel 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew  
 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” 
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 
not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades[ will not overcome it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you 
bind on earth will be[ bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be[ loosed in heaven.” 



The Gospel of the Lord 

Feast of Saints Peter & Paul  - 28th June 2020 

The feast of St’s Peter & Paul honours the power of God’s grace which transformed Peter, 
who denied our Lord, and Paul who persecuted the followers of Our Lord so that they 
bore witness by offering up their lives and thereby manifested the beauty of God’s life 
revealed in the person of Our Lord Jesus Christ.


Pope Paul VI tells us that what our world needs is witnesses to the beauty of a life that is 
lived for and in Christ. In that context, I share with you a passage from Archbishop Rowan 
Williams book Tokens of Trust which speaks of the responsibility on believing people to 
make God believable. The Archbishop tells the story of Etty Hillesum:


“A young Jewish woman in her twenties when the Germans occupied Holland - not a 
pious or conventional person at all, not someone with an explicit religious commitment. 
Her published diaries and letters from 1941 - 1943 show how , during this terrible period 
in the history of her country and her people, she became more and more conscious of 
God’s hand on her life, at a time when most would have been likely to feel more deeply 
sceptical about God.


Imprisoned  in the transit camp at Westerbork, before being shipped off to Auschwitz 
where she was to die in the gas chambers in November 1943, at the age of twenty-nine, 
she wrote, ‘there must be someone to live through it all and bear witness to the fact that 
God lived, even in these times. And why should I not be that witness? In a letter to a 
friend from Westerbork, she described her life as having become ‘an uninterrupted 
dialogue with You, oh God’, and she would write of sensing her vocation in the camp as 
being ‘not…simply to proclaim you, God, to commend you to the hearts of others. One 
must also clear the path towards You in them’. It is plain that she saw her belief as a 
matter of deciding to occupy a certain place in the world, a place where others could 
somehow connect with God through her - and this not in any self-congratulatory spirit or 
with any sense of being exceptionally holy or virtuous, but simply because she had 
agreed to take responsibility for God’s believability…………


We may be uncertain, racked by doubts and inner anguish, we may be unable to give any 
very satisfactory account intellectually of what we believe; but somewhere in our horizon 
there are people who make the connection. Never mind that such people may themselves 
often be almost as anguished or struggling as we are: the point is that what we see is 
someone who is a native of the world in which we want to belong. Cardinal Newman once 
said that a magnifying glass can kindle a fire somewhere else even if it remains cold in 
itself.”   (Tokens of Trust-  +Rowan WIlliams  Publishers: Canterbury Press)




 

Celebrant: … God has established the Church to be a sign of hope and of 
love for peoples of all times. We ask him to guide us in the ways of truth and justice.  

Reader: … We pray for St. Peter’s successor Pope Francis. May the Lord 
grant him unswerving faith, boundless hope and Spirit-filled wisdom, guiding us along 
the paths of unity and truth. . . . Lord, hear us. 

Rd. … We pray for the whole church, to whom you have given the word 
of life through the ministry of the Apostles: confirm your people in fidelity and zeal. . . 
Lord, hear us. 

Rd. … We pray for those who are distanced from the Church, for those 
who have lost their faith, and for those who are seeking the truth. . . . Lord, hear us. 

Rd. … We pray that our own faith may grow strong. When we are in 
difficulty or suffer doubts, may we cling to Christ and listen to the teachings of his 
apostles. . . . Lord, hear us. 

Rd. … We pray for our loved ones who have departed this life, and for 
Seamus Hughes,  Willaim Verral  who died recently and for those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time: Oliver Gilbert, Pedro Alano, Catherine Alano & Pedro de Vera May 
they receive the fullness of eternal life promised by Jesus to all who believe. . . . . Lord, 
hear us. 

Celebrant: … God our Father, we offer ourselves to you, both our 
strengths and our weaknesses, that through your wisdom your kingdom will come for 
all. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there and  
unite myself wholly to You. 

 Never permit me to be separated from You. 



Notices 

28th June 2020 
Celebrating First Holy Communion & Confirmation 

Unfortunately, because of the Lockdown we were unable to celebrate First Holy 
Communion & Confirmation. It now looks as if it will be early Autumn before we will have 
the opportunity to have these Sacraments celebrated. This is disappointing for our 
candidates, parents and families. We will inform you as soon as we have clearance to 
proceed with these celebrations. In the meantime we wish you a safe and pleasant summer 
break.   

The Opening of the Churches for private Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
Monday - Saturday 8.00 a.m. - 11.45 p.m. & 3.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.  

Sunday: 8.00 a.m. - 12.00 Noon & 3.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.  

Regulations that should be observed while in the Church 
1. The Entrance to the Church will be through the door on the Notting Hill Gate side of the 

Church. The Exit will be through the door on Kensington High Street side 

2. There will be a one way system in the Church. Access to the seats will be through the side 
aisles. To exit please use the mail aisle. 

3. Social Distancing must be observed at all times. (2meters) 

4. Please sanitise your hands both on entering and leaving the Church. And after you light candles 

5. You must only sit where the notice indicates. A household may sit together. 

6. You must not touch statues 

7. There will be no Holy Water for blessing oneself. 

8. There will be no WC facilities available. 

9. Its prohibited to bring your own candles for lighting in the Church 

10. There will be a limited number of people allowed in the Church at anyone time 

Opening of Chrush for Public Services 
As	you	will	have	heard	by	now,	the	government	has	announced	today	that,	from	4th	July,	we	
can	resume	our	public	liturgies.	We	welcome	this	good	news	that	will	allow	us	to	gather	once	
more	with	parishioners	to	celebrate	Mass	and	the	other	sacraments.	We	await	further	



guidance	from	the	government	and	from	the	Bishops’	Conference,	which	will	be	distributed	
as	soon	as	it	is	available.	

Times of Live Streaming of Mass 
Monday - Saturday : 12.15 p.m. & 6.00 p.m. 

Sunday- Vigil Sat 6 p.m. 

Sunday: 12.15 & 6.00 p.m. 

 You can login in at www.carmelitechurch.org. or You Tube Carmelites Kensington 

Support Your Parish  

Dear Parishioners Friends,  

As you will appreciate because of the Lockdown we have no regular income and we still have the 
bills to pay. We would appreciate your help in this regard.                                                                   

We are grateful to those who since the lockdown have sent cheques, their weekly envelope and 
those who have used the standing order and bank transfer.         

Some of you use the weekly envelopes which finished on the 1st April. The new boxes are available  
at reception for collection or we can post to you on request.  

If you wish to use a bank transfer our bank details are:  

Bank Address: RBS, 78 Notting Hill Gate, London W11 3HP      
Account Name: The Community of the Order of Discalced Carmelite Priory Current Account 
Bank Code 16 00 82   Account No: 11531232        
BIC: RBOS BG 2L  IBAN: GB91 RBOS1600 8211 5312 32      
We remind those who pay tax that you can gift aid your donation.     
Thanking you and assuring you of a place in our Prayers and Masses  

Grateful for your help. 

Fr Christopher Clarke 

Parish Priest 


