
 

Feasts/Memorials 

February 2018 
Monday        05  - St Agatha, Virgin & Martyr - Memorial 

Tuesday        06  - St Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs - Memorial                                                                                                                                                      

Wednesday   07  -  Feria 

Thursday       08  -  Feria/St Jerome Emiliani – Memorial/ 

                                   St Josephine Bakhita – Memorial/Day for Victims of      

                                               Trafficking & those who work to combat it.                                                      

Friday            09  -  Feria 

Saturday        10  -   St Scholastica, Virgin – Memorial   

Sunday           11  - World Day for the Sick – Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes             

                                     

Priests in the Parish:   

Fr Christopher Clarke ODC (Prior) 

Fr John Williamson ODC  (Parish Priest) 

Fr John McGowan   ODC 

Fr Paul Vincent ODC 

Fr Tijo Xavier ODC 

  

Tel:  020-7937-9866    Internet:  www.carmelitechurch.org 

 

Concert in aid of The Passage 

at the Methodist Central Hall, Westminster SW1 
On Friday 1st March there will be a St David’s day Concert in aid of  “The 

Passage” (towards ending Homelessness), with an excellent cast consisting of 

The London Welsh Male Voice Choir, with guest soloists Rebecca Evans, 

Soprano, and Gary Griffiths, baritone.   Musical Director, Edward Rhys 

Harry.  Tickets £20 (pre and post-concert: £25, available from:  passage-

stdavidsday-concert.evenbrite.co.uk   or Tel:  020-7592-1856. 

 

Masses & Religious Events: 

Weekday Masses:           8,00am, 12.15pm, 6.0pm 

Saturday Masses:            8.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm (Vigil with Organ/Singer) 

Sunday Masses:              8.30am, 10.00am (with Choir), 11.00am (Latin Choir) 

                                                      12.15pm, 6.00pm (with Choir) 

Holy Day Masses           8.00am, 12.15pm, 6.00pm 

Bank Holiday Masses:   9.00am, 12.15pm  (no 6.00pm Mass) 

Weekday Confessions:  5.40-6.00pm – Monday-Friday                                                                                                                                                                                    

Saturday Confessions:   10.30-11.30am, 5.00-6.00pm 

Carmelite Priory, 41 Kensington Church St., London W8 4BB  

Tel:  020-7937-9866   Internet:  www.carmelitechurch.org   

Registered Charity No:  253645  
You can keep up-to-date with our Choir via www.carmelitechoir.com  

Simon Lloyd, Organist & Director of Music, Carmelite Priory, Kensington. 

                                                                                                     

                                                                 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
Carmelite Priory, 41 Kensington Church St., 

London W8 4BB – Tel:  020-7937-9866 

               Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 4 February 2018 
      

    Our Reading from Job directs our attention to the problem of suffering.  

There is no easy answer to why people suffer.  What is our attitude to this 

undesirable, yet inevitable, companion in life? 

     Our ancestors had a relatively high tolerance for suffering.  Discomfort 

was an accepted part of everyday life.  Inconveniences, as such, were so 

common that they were taken for granted.  Life was short; suffering was 

expected in this ‘valley of tears’ – real happiness was promised in the 

after-life.  That would not seem to be our expectation today. 

     Incredible advances in science and technology have created a whole 

new range of expectations. We have such marvellous conveniences and 

comforts.  Suffering has no right to enter our lives;  we regard it almost as 

an insult to human dignity. 

     Generally, this attitude to suffering has certain repercussions. For one 

thing, we are unprepared for the changes of fortune that life always has in 

store.  We are ‘shocked’ by accidents;  utterly depressed over setbcks and 

losses. When we regard suffering as an unwelcome intruder in our lives, 

ordinary problems and pains appear as disasters. 

     Suffering and pain are obviously part of everyone’s life, so it seems 

reasonable to conclude that that’s the way it is meant to be.  No matter 

how we try, or where we go, some suffering is inescapable.  There are ills 

to which all flesh is heir.  We are divine and animal, immortal and 

biodegradable, programmed for incredible possibilities, yet embodied in a 

very finite organism.  This means that loss, sorrow, setback and pain are 

just as natural as joy, achievement, success and pleasure. 

     On reading the gospels we see immediately that one of Christ’s primary 

concerns was to relieve suffering (both physical and mental). He faced it 

head on.  Our faith in the example of Jesus impels us to face this reality of 

suffering, and do all we can to alleviate it.  Where it cannot be alleviated, 

we generously give our time and energy in supporting those who suffer. 

     No one can question our Lord’s compassion.  He was no stranger to 

suffering himelf.  He taught us two things: learn to trust our God of love;  

and show care and compssion to those who suffer.  The suffering Son of 

God, abject, mocked, deserted and crucified, offers a home for everyne’s 

sorrow.  If Jesus suffered like that, it must have meaning.  If we suffer, it 

must have value. Behind every crucifix stands our risen Lord.  

Resurrection lies deep in the agony of the crucifixion.  

        

              * * * * * * * *  
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Westminster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

21st – 27th July 2018 

The 2018 Westminster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes – under the 

Leadership of Cardinal Vincent Nichols (conducted by Tangney 

Tours) will take place from 21st-27th July 2018. For full details and to 

obtain travel brochure etc., please contact Tangney Tours, telephone 

0044(0)1732 886666. 

 

 

We pray for the Dead 

We pray for those who died recently :   Finola O’Dwyer, 

and those whose Anniversaries occur:  

              Roseanna Fernandes, Rita Grech and Eamon Rice. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed 

through the Mercy of God rest in peace. 

 

Westminster Year Book 2018 

Please note the Westminster Year Book 2018 is now available from 

our Repository at the back of the Church. This is an invaluable 

publication and essential for every Catholic household, containing 

Liturgical Calendar, details of all Catholic Churches, schools etc. in 

the Diocese.   Price £5 ring-bound. 

 

 

Collection taken up on Sunday last 28 January 2018 

                                    Plate:                £1,760        

                                    Gift Aid:             £582                

                                    Envelopes:          £346     

                                    Racial Justice:     £855 

                                    Santo Niño       £1,452                                        

       We appreciate your generosity and are grateful for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving for the 

Sacrament of Matrimony at: 

Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 19 May 2018 at 3pm. 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster, will be inviting to 

the above Mass of Thanksgiving all married couples in the Diocese who are 

celebrating their 5th, 10th , 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year 

over 60) Wedding Anniversary of Catholic Marriage in 2018.  If you are 

celebrating such a Wedding Anniversary, and wish to be included,  please 

give the parish clergy at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Kensington, the 

following details as soon as possible:  

 Husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal address 

 and e-mail (or telephone number, if no e-mail). 

These details will be forwarded to the appropriate Department at 

Westminster Cathedral by our Carmelite Community.  Thank you. 

 

Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Saturday 10 February ’18  

On Saturday next, 10th February, there will be Mass and Anointing 

of the Sick & Elderly here in our Carmelite Church at 12.15pm.  We 

hope as many as possible will join us to pray with and for all who are 

sick and in need of healing.  
And on Sunday 11 February, Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, we celebrate 

World Day for the Sick. 

 

Feast of Santo Niño (Divine Infant of Prague) 
We extend our utmost gratitude to all who came to our Mass for the 

Feast of Santo Niño on Sunday last and contributed in any way towards 

its huge success, and we thank you for your financial support and 

presentation of so many gifts.  We also extend our special appreciation 

of the excellent choir with superb singers, and our thanks also to our 

Readers and Servers. 

 

Dates for your Diary:   Wednesday 14 February:  Ash Wednesday, 

                 following which we begin the Season of Lent – further     

                 details to follow next week. 


